
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A FEW WORDS FROM THE LASC PRESIDENT 
Ken Laintz (klaintz@msm.com) 

 
On February 7th, we had our Annual Members’ Meeting and Banquet.  We had close to 100 
attendees for the free BBQ.  At the meeting we heard about the upcoming range improvements and 
the Work Credit Program.  We also elected the Executive Board for the 2008-2009 membership 
year.  The Following folks are your new Executive Board: 
 

President – Ken Laintz 
Vice President – Howard Hall 

Treasurer – Angie Chipera 
Recording Secretary – Dick Martin 

Membership Secretary – Jung Hong 
At-Large – Pat Laux 

At-Large – Mell Smithour 
At-Large – Will Schmitz 

 
The Board assumes their positions on April 1st, 2008.  You may notice that we have 2 new elected 
officials – Howard Hall and Jung Hong.  Welcome to the Board!  Some of these other folks have 
been around a long time.  I am now entering my 10th year on the Executive Board for the Club.  It 
would be nice to have some new faces join the Board.  Speaking of which, I would like to welcome 
Toran Maynard who has volunteered to serve as our new Pistol Section Chair.  
 
The best way to learn about your Club is to attend the Board Meetings.  These meetings are always 
open to all members.  Meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at 6:30 pm at the 
Clubhouse/indoor range.  In the winter months, generally December through March, we have the 
meetings at the LAHS NJROTC Classroom in the Pueblo Complex. 
 
I would like to thank the speakers who attended the meeting.  Matt Riggs, LASC member and 
President of the NMSSA, gave an overview of the New Mexico Shooting Sports Association and 
explained its importance and its role with respect to the NRA and to the State Legislature.  Again, 
you can read about and join NMSSA at http://www.nmssa.org. 
   
Captain Randy Foster told us about the LAPD’s use of the facilities and how important our 
partnership with the LAPD is to the Community.  Look for more police competitions to be held at 
LASC in the future.   

 
Peter Ide from the NRA gave us a briefing on the Friends of the NRA and how important this 
organization is to us.  All monies donated to the NRA through Friends of the NRA Banquets are 
used to fund grants.  In fact, LASC has been recipients of such grant monies which are used to 
support our training programs.  The Los Alamos Chapter of the Friends of the NRA was resurrected 
at the meeting, and I would like to express thanks to Rich Morley who has agreed to chair this 
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organization.  Look for a Friends of the NRA Banquet coming soon.  I hear these events are great 
fun – I have never attended one, however, I look forward to doing so.    
 
I would like to thank Congressman Steve Pearce for sending a couple of representatives to the 
banquet and for his personal message to the members of LASC. 
 
I would also like to thank Brad Martin for his discussion on hunting in Africa and the differences 
between hunting in South Africa and in Tanzania 

 
Lastly, I would like to thank the First Baptist Church for use of their banquet hall, Angie Chipera, 
who made all of the arrangements and ordered the food from Bob’s Bodacious BBQ, and finally 
those members who volunteered to help at the banquet thus contributing to its success.  I hope to 
see more members at the 2009 Annual Members’ Meeting and Banquet.  

 
As a final reminder:  those of you who want to get some last-minute volunteer credit may wish to 
contact your Membership Secretary, Jung Hong.  We will have envelope stuffing and mailing tasks 
for the 2008-2009 membership renewal campaign.   
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President Ken Laintz Captain Randy Foster 
  

VP Ted Rockenhaus Treasurer Angie Chipera & Leslie Melton 
 

  
 

Dean Forest & Ana Maria Salazar from  
Senator Pearce’s Office 

Rich, Dick, Mell, Marv, Howard and Will 
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LOS ALAMOS PONY CLUB SAYS THANKS! 

 
 

In early December, the Los Alamos Pony Club hosted a Tetrathalon Clinic (running, swimming, 
shooting and riding).  LASC generously allowed the use of the indoor range for our 10m air pistol 
section of the clinic.  Despite atrocious weather, eleven LAPC members were joined by seven 
intrepid Watermelon Mountain Pony Club (ABQ area) members and their equally intrepid moms. 
We had a fun and successful Tetrathalon Clinic on Friday and Saturday. Willie Stettinius from 
Maryland made his way to Los Alamos via Colorado Springs and Roswell NM to guide us through 
the maze of Tetrathalon. Friday afternoon was spent at the Sportsmen’s Club indoor range trying 
four different air pistols, learning about range safety, Tet Shooting rules, scoring, and strategies. 
Wes Shumaker and Gunnery Sgt. Painter were on hand to help, as well as Garth Reader and 
Randy Johnson.   
 
Saturday morning brought cold rain, sleet, and a bit of wind, but we rode anyway!  Willie discussed 
riding phase scoring and strategies, and the kids shared horses around and practiced with the slip 
gates and the swing gates.  
 
Swimming followed at the Walkup Aquatic Center with each PC'er swimming a "time trial" so they 
have a base line time for their swim training.  
 
We want to extend a very hearty and sincere thanks to Willie for his time and talents - he has 
successfully de-mystified Tet for our kids and our parents!  A big thanks to the LASC for the use of 
the indoor range, and to NJROTC for their support.  We hope to field several Tet teams at Western 
Championships in 2009! 
 
Lisa Reader,  
Los Alamos PC 

 
 
 

 
 

ATTENTION  PLEASE 
 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 
 
Membership renewal is coming upon us and help is needed dealing with mailings and updating the 
database when the members renew their membership.  If you would like to help, please call Jung 
Hong at (505) 690-0483 to get scheduled. Work will be on Friday afternoons and Saturday 
mornings in March. 
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ROTC NEWS 
Wes Shumaker 

 
Kyle Beery takes aim while 
practicing for the Western 
Region Junior ROTC 
championships to be held in 
Colorado Springs at the Olympic 
Training Center starting on 
February 21st.   The Los Alamos 
precision team of Kyle Beery, 
Eric Mosher, Travis Brewer and 
Anthony Chacon was picked to 
represent Area 9 Navy JROTC 
by the Area Manager. Area 9 
consists of 59 schools in seven 
states. This is the first time in 
the unit’s 25-year history that an 
air rifle team has qualified for 
competition at this level. There 
will be 68 teams participating 
with some coming from as far 
away as Anchorage Alaska. 

 

 
 

 
 

GUN SAFETY IS “CONTROL” 
Skip Anderson 

 
On the January 11, 2008 evening news, another sad and disturbing report was given of a teenager 
killed playing “Russian Roulette” with his friends. The father, whose son was not killed, said that all 
his guns were now out of the house until he got a gun safe for them.  This is another example of a 
gun owner and his son not understanding gun safety and responsibility and of a father and several 
boys violating multiple gun safety rules. 

 
Instead of reciting a litany of the gun safety rules broken in this instance, I am going to discuss the 
basic principle of gun safety and how we can apply this principle to maximize our safety with guns, 
and to fulfill our obligation to be responsible gun owners. 
 
The basic principle of gun safety is control. From the moment we receive our first gun, we are 
responsible to control the use of that gun as long as we own it. Our guns must be under our control 
at all times. As responsible gun owners, we must always evaluate the situation and ensure we have 
the gun within our control. Control of the gun includes all the time the gun is in our hands or on our 
person, in the hands of someone else, in our vehicle, or in our home.  

 
When we carry the gun we must treat it as if it were loaded, control the muzzle direction, manipulate 
the action safely, and keep our finger off the trigger until we are on target and ready to fire. We 
must carry it in a safe manner, whether on a sling or in a holster or in a case or bag. An example of 
bad control, is a habit I once had of just sticking my Colt 1911 45 ACP in the waistband of my jeans 
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on my strong side. Under normal circumstances with snug jeans this was a comfortable and fairly 
safe. Of course if I had to run, jump, or stay on a bucking horse, the gun didn’t always stay put, and 
I lost control of my pistol (more than once).  The simple fact is that this was not adequate control of 
my pistol. 
 
Control also has to do with all the rules we follow and those we require others to follow when we 
allow them to handle our guns. I was blessed to grow up in a family with solid gun rules and 
handling practices that came down through generations on both sides of the family. Guns were 
tools used almost daily on our farm and ranch. From a very early age we were taught gun rules and 
use. My grandfather Pearson started teaching me when I was four, when I first expressed an 
interest and showed some curiosity about the guns. The first rule was that we never touched a gun 
without permission until we were old enough to have gun of our own. The second rule was that if we 
asked, permission was always given. If the adult or owner wasn’t able to do it right then, a time was 
set to see and handle the gun. It is amazing how much better a child behaves around guns when 
their curiosity is sated and their interest acknowledged. The next part was even better. We didn’t 
get to handle the gun by ourselves until we proved we were ready. In a perfect teaching style of 
demonstrating each action while talking us through the steps, we were shown how to unload the 
gun or check it to make sure it was safe, how to make sure it was pointed in a safe direction, how 
the gun worked, where the safety was and how it worked, and so on. Each step was demonstrated 
properly, usually more than once, and then we got to try it ourselves with the adult still holding the 
gun and controlling the gun until we demonstrated we were responsible enough to control it and 
handle it ourselves. If we wanted to shoot, we first had to recite a basic gun rule. Most of us had the 
first four basic guns rules memorized by the time we were four or five. Then again using this great 
teaching technique, we were taught to shoot. This illustrates that we can control our guns even in 
the hands of our children or others if we take the responsibility to ensure they can and will control 
the gun safely. 

 
We must also control the gun when it is in our vehicles or our home. Most gun accidents in the 
home are due to the misuse of unsecured or improperly stored guns. The first gun fatality I knew of 
was the death of a father, who received a six-shooter for Christmas, and when he came home late 
that afternoon from rabbit hunting, left the loaded revolver on the dryer in the laundry room. His 
young daughter, not having been taught about guns, except by the TV, thought it was a toy. She 
thought she was playing cowboys and shot her own father in the heart. 
 
In most instances our guns should be locked up and stored out of sight. This could be a strong 
cabinet, storage locker, or safe secured to a fixed object. In some cases an I-bolt in a stud with a 
cable and padlock can be used to keep a gun fairly secure. Guns kept loaded for immediate use, 
should also be under our positive control, either on our person in a proper carry configuration, or in 
a locked container we can readily access. A gun in a dresser drawer is not safe from children or 
from burglars. 
 
Please take the time to evaluate your control of your guns when you carry them, when you allow 
others to shoot them, when store them in a vehicle and your home. Make sure they are secure and 
in your control and that your family is well trained in the gun safety rules and are capable of 
handling your guns safely before they use them. 

 
If you have any questions about this article, or would like to know more about gun safety, please 
give Skip a call at 662-4173. 
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THE GUNSITE EXPERIENCE 
Mike Grimler 

 
I recently had the privilege to attend the Defensive Pistol class (also known as”250”) at the world-
famous Gunsite Academy, Inc.  near Paulden, Arizona. LASC’s very own Howard Hall was the 
Rangemaster (the lead instructor) for the class. I’ve had attending this class on my “to do” list for 
many years…but, the stars just never seemed to line up quite right until this month. Having 
Howard as the lead instructor for the class made it that much better. I’ve known Howard for many 
years and respect his experience, training, and professionalism when it comes to firearm 
knowledge and training – it was a pleasure to be a student of his.  
 
You might ask, “Since when is it a privilege to give your hard-earned money to attend firearm 
training?” Read on to learn why I considered it such a privilege. 
 
Gunsite Academy, Inc. was founded by Col. “Jeff” Cooper. Over the years, it has grown to be 
regarded as the best gunfighting school in the USA, and arguably, the world when it comes to 
availability to private citizens.  It seems that no matter what other school or training one may 
attend, the basics of that school and training have been modeled after Col. Cooper's writings, 
philosophy, and training methods.  
 
Although the Colonel is gone, his legacy lives on via the continued training available at his 
academy.  
 
During the 5-day intensive class, it was cold, it was windy, and it was sometimes wet...but, in the 
overall, it was the best firearm training I have ever had. The 250 course description says, 
“…Defensive Pistol is the cornerstone of Gunsite class offerings. This course will teach you to 
control your immediate environment. You will learn marksmanship, gun-handling, and combat 
mindset, the elements of the Combat Triad. Defensive Pistol will give you five solid days of range 
work, lectures and intense simulators (including low light). Through our systematic and dynamic 
methodology you will achieve competence and great new skills. You will emerge a stronger, more 
alert person, conditioned to respond instantly to any threat. You will be prepared to prevail in an 
armed encounter.” 
 
What the course description doesn't say is that the Rangemasters and Coaches are absolutely the 
most topnotch I've ever encountered. They are experienced...they are knowledgeable...they are 
professional...they are patient...they are understanding...they are at the top of their game...they 
encourage...and, they don't just stand in front of you and cause sound to come out of their mouths 
-- they communicate. They truly want every student -- no matter what their prior experience level -- 
to learn how to really handle a pistol, how to defend themselves, loved ones, and other types of 
innocent victims in high-stress situations. 
 
I didn't realize until the class was half over that Howard and two of his instructional staff had never 
met or worked together until that class. I was amazed...the interaction between Howard and the 
staff was such that it was totally seamless -- it was as if they had all worked together for years. 
I can highly recommend the 250 class to anyone considering adopting a firearm into a personal 
self defense plan. You will come away better prepared, more confident, and more aware of your 
capabilities. Even if you consider yourself an “Expert” class shooter, you will benefit from this 
program. At the graduation ceremony, one of my fellow students stated that during the self-
introductions the first day, he said that he had been shooting about 10 years. He then said that 
after the conclusion of the class, he realizes that he's only been shooting a week. That, my  
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friends, is about the best testament anyone can give to the excellence Gunsite has to offer. 
 
As for me, I'm sending in my check to hold 
a slot in the next level of training, the 
Intermediate Defensive Pistol class, in 
September. And, after that, I plan to take 
the Advanced Defensive Pistol and 
advanced Tactics classes.  
 
So...you might ask, what will you learn in 
those intermediate and advanced classes? 
Well...I encourage you to visit 
www.gunsite.com to find out! 

 

 
 

A CALL TO ARMS 
Paul C. Lisle 

 
The Bush Administration dealt a devastating blow to gun owners. U.S. Solicitor General Paul D. 
Clement submitted an anti-gun brief to the U.S. Supreme Court in support of the D.C. handgun ban 
that the Supreme Court has agreed to hear. In summary, the brief stated “unrestricted”  
private ownership of guns clearly threatens the public safety, the Second Amendment can be 
interpreted to allow a variety of gun restrictions. Gun rights are limited and since they are subject to  
“reasonable regulation,” all gun limits imposed by the federal government should be affirmed as 
constitutional. 
 
“Given the unquestionable threat to public safety that unrestricted private firearm possession would 
entail, various categories of firearm-related regulation are permitted by the Second Amendment.” 
The brief also stated that banning private ownership of handguns by D.C. citizens was a reasonably 
restriction and that the case be sent back to the trial court so that the court can take evidence on 
everything from how much the District needs the law to whether people can defend themselves 
without pistols and just what the D.C. trigger lock law means. It would take another four years for 
the case to work back for a hearing in the Supreme Court, if ever. Sending the case back to the  
trial court would put our gun rights in extreme jeopardy. There is an old saying that the GOP 
operates on two principles: screw your friends and appease your enemies. 
 
What is needed in New Mexico as well as the whole country is a “Gun-Free-Zone Liability Act. In 
the wake of recent public shootings, it has been proven that “Gun-Free-Zones” are a real danger to 
the honest people that are in attendance without their guns. The proposed law only addresses the 
negligent nature of such zones, making those responsible for disarming innocent bystanders by 
creating gun free zones liable for the damages. It has no direct cost to the government and it does 
not prevent gun free zones from being created. 
 
As reported by the Citizens Committee For The Right To Keep And Bear Arms, both the House and 
Senate passed by voice vote the NICS Improvements Bill. President Bush signed the bill. Sen. 
Coburn, gun rights defender, delayed the bill in the Senate until the following changes were made. 
Under terms of the agreement, the government would pay for the cost of appeals by gun owners 
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and prospective buyers who argue successfully in court that they were wrongly deemed unqualified  
for mental health reasons. Originally, the bill would have require any agency, such as the Veterans 
Administration or the Defense Department, to notify a person flagged as mentally ill and disqualified 
from buying or possessing a handgun. Now it also would require that the notification be made when 
someone has been cleared of that restriction. The bill authorizes up to $250 million a year over the 
same period for state courts to help defray of costs of enacting the policy. This bill was backed by 
the unholy alliance of Rep. McCarthy of New York and Sen. Schumer of New York with the active 
support of Rep. Dingell of Michigan, the National Rifle Association and the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence. All of the other pro-gun activists’ organizations opposed the bill. The law will 
add thousands of veterans to the NICS no gun list. I was also opposed to the bill. 
 
We have a 100% pro-gun candidate running for the vacant 3rd District Congressional Seat. Former 
defense aide to Senator Pete V. Domenici and Santa Fe Lawyer Marco Gonzales announced that 
he is running for the 3rd District seat. Marco attended the annual meeting of the NM Shooting 
Sports Association, held January 12th , where I had a long talk with him about the Second 
Amendment and our gun rights. The GOP gives Marco little chance in the heavily Democratic 
district, but as shown in the first paragraph, the GOP is not always right. Also attending the 
Shooting Sports annual meeting was Steve Pearce who was our luncheon speaker. With two strong 
pro-gun candidates running for the Republican nomination for Senate, let’s work to get the one 
selected to run against Udall elected. 
 
It has been announced that Remington and Marlin have agreed that Remington will acquire Marlin 
Fire Arms Co. & Marlin’s other companies (H&R, NEF & L.C. Smith). Deal will be finished in early 
2008. 
 
The New Mexico Legislature was called into session on January 15. So far no anti-gun bill has been 
introduced and, as I reported in the last issue of CTA, no pro-gun bills will be introduced. 
 
“Don’t pick a fight with an old man. If he is too old to fight, he’ll just kill you.” Retired Army Command 
Sergeant Major Dave Herbach. 

 
LASC TRAINING 

Howard Hall, LASC Training Officer 
 

NRA Ladies First Steps Pistol Class 
 

 

 
LASC Training completed a Ladies Only NRA First 
Steps Pistol class in January.  This course was co-
sponsored by the Los Alamos Police Department.  
We had ten students, four volunteer Range Safety 
Officers, and six volunteer instructors.  Expenses 
were paid by our Friends of the NRA grant.   
 
I would like to thank the range safety officers who 
volunteered to help for this event.  The Range 
Safety Officers were Mike Gordon, Christine 
Bullock, David Bullock, and Jim Lujan.  I would 
also like to thank the instructors who worked with 
the students.  The NRA Instructors were Mell 
Smithour, Ray Guffee, Richard Martin, Toran 
Maynard, and Curtis Benham.  We were able to  
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provide the students with one to one instructor to student ratio to help provide them with a safe and positive 
experience with pistols.   

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Changing Hats: Range Safety Officers and Firearms I nstructors 

 

 
 

Have you ever seen pictures or movies of aircraft carriers operations?  If you have you probably 
noticed people wearing color coded vests and hats that help identify them and their role in the 
operation.  This is also true in emergency operations so that people can identify who is doing what 
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during an emergency.   
 
What does this have to do with LASC Training?  It has to do with the Orange Hats/Range Safety 
Officers (RSOs) and NRA Instructors when conducted large scale training courses.  When the 
January RSO class completed the course they were all awarded the coveted Orange RSO hat.  
This is a hat that has a special purpose.  Most of us had a similar reaction when we were awarded 
our hat – that is the ugliest hat I have ever seen (that was my thought).  I’ll probably never wear it.  
Most of the RSOs that helped out in the January NRA Ladies Only First Steps Pistol Class wore 
their orange RSO hats.  It made it very easy to see who was doing what and allowed students and 
observers to know who was an instructor and who was an RSO.  Several of the instructors were 
wearing the bright red NRA instructor shirt (also quite a fashion statement).  We are providing these 
shirts to instructors who are interested in volunteering to either lead or assist with LASC Friends of 
the NRA sponsored courses.   
 
I had a couple of RSOs and instructors ask me about their different roles and responsibilities during 
the January Ladies Pistol Course.  We were fortunate to have a one-on-one instructor to student 
ratio that day as well as a lead instructor.  We were also fortunate to have several RSOs.  Here is 
my take on roles and responsibilities in a formal training activity where we do have the luxury of 
having so much help. 
 
The Lead Instructor has overall responsibility for the planning and conduct of the class and the 
coordination and scheduling of the facilities as well as to ensure firearms safety is understood and 
practiced by all.  The Lead Instructor is also responsible for putting together the training team and 
requesting additional instructors and RSOs as appropriate for the training activities as well as 
coordinating the division of labor at the training event. 
 
The main RSO is responsible for providing commands on the firing line to control the course of fire 
and provide shooters with clear commands as well as to ensure firearms are loaded and unloaded 
at the appropriate time.  The Lead Instructor will coordinate closely with the main RSO to ensure 
the course of fire is understood and commands make sense to facilitate the shooting event.   Often 
times the Lead Instructor wears two hats as an instructor. 
 
Line instructors work with students.  The Lead Instructor ensures an adequate instructor to student 
ratio for the shooting event.  In the NRA First Steps Program we try to get one-on-one.  The line 
instructor is responsible for providing the necessary coaching and instruction to their assigned 
student(s) to support the shooting event.  In a one-to-one instructor to student situation no one else 
should really be providing input to the student except that instructor except in a case where a 
“CEASE FIRE” needs to take place.  This helps the student to listen to one person which aids in 
developing the necessary concentration for the shooting activity. 
 
Other RSOs will function as assigned by the main RSO and Lead Instructor.  They may be 
assigned to monitor the firing line and provide safety oversight.  They may be assigned to watching 
the observer area to ensure everyone has the necessary personal protective equipment and are 
following the range firearms safety rules.  They may be assigned to provide the initial safety 
briefings.  During non-training shooting activities such as IDPA and IPSC, RSOs provide the 
shooters with the commands and supervise them directly through the course of fire to include 
loading and unloading.   
 
Generally when you are shooting at the LASC this level of formality is not needed, however when 
we are conducting these training activities with new people who are not familiar with general 
firearms safety rules and the shooting sports this level of formality helps them understand what is 
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going on, who is doing what and feeling comfortable that shooting is safe and fun. 
 
Once again I would like to thank all of our LASC RSOs and Instructor volunteers that make all of 
this possible.  Instructors can contact me if they would like to receive an NRA instructor shirt.    

 
 
 
 
 

Shot Show 2008 
 

 
 

Priscilla and I attended the Shot Show in Las Vegas Nevada in February.  Shot stands for shooting, 
hunting and outdoor trades.  There were 58,579 participants this year.  I went to the Shot Show to 
attend the Glock Armorer’s Course which was taught by my long time friend and former Gunsite 
instructor colleague Dennis Tueller.   Dennis did an excellent job teaching the course.  I am now a 
Glock factory certified Armorer.  This certification comes is convenient for my work with LAPD and 
SOC Los Alamos.  I can also help LASC members who may have questions about their Glocks. 
 
We attended the State of the Industry gala where the main emphasis was how to get the next 
generation involved in the shooting sports and protecting our 2nd Amendment rights.  Doug Painter, 
NSSF President, emphasized the importance of bringing new shooters into the fold.  This 
discussion made me think about how many new shooters have been brought into the shooting 
sports by all of our activities at LASC.  I think we are right on target!    

 
JOHN FARNAM’S QUIPS 

Submitted by Frank Pytko 
 

Same circus, different clowns! 
 
At a news conference today in IL, NIU officials talked interminably about the campus shooting 
incident yesterday and spent virtually every available second of air time repeatedly justifying 
themselves and the wonderful "Emergency Plan" they had in effect. This is, of course, the "Plan" 
that saved no lives and had no effect on the outcome! 
 
NIU is, of course, yet another "Gun-Free Zone!" 
 
As is the usual case, police arrived on the scene as fast as humanly possible. The incident was 
long-since over, ending when the lone perpetrator fatally shot himself, after shooting a number of 
unarmed and defenseless university students and faculty in a campus auditorium. Police never 
confronted the VCA, never fired a shot. 
 
On network news, we were then treated to a parade of driveling "experts" who talked about the 
deceased perpetrator (that, of course, none of them had ever met) and predictably cited all the 
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usual suspects: "He played violent video  games," "He was a loner," "His mother didn't breast-feed 
him as a child," " His  underwear was too tight," ad nauseam.  
 
The ultimate outcome is easy to predict: Campus officials will scurry about in an effort to appear as 
if they're actually accomplishing something. No one will lose their job. Nothing will change. And, a 
week from now, the campus will be functioning normally, as if nothing had happened. And, the next 
armed VCA will encounter no more difficulty than did the last one! 
 
Nothing is so difficult to see as the obvious, particularly when it flies in the face of the Leftist dogma 
that dominates virtually all college campuses and that can never be questioned! More cameras, 
more reams of "plans," more "prayer-assemblies," and more hand-wringing will accomplish nothing, 
any more than the last layer did, save providing employment for a few more, erstwhile unemployed 
bureaucrats. 
 
So long as Americans are taught, from birth, that "being a good and cooperative victim" is their 
ultimate civic duty, and that they must never even think of individual initiative or (Heaven forbid!) 
using force to defend themselves, we'll continue to be awash in victims, and all the "plans" in the 
world will avail us nothing. Helpless, defenseless sheep will never derive effective protection from 
well-meaning, but clueless, "shepherds," who ultimately regard sheep as expendable anyway!  
 
Accordingly, as Americans, we must maintain our own personal, individual state of readiness, no 
matter where we are. This decision is yours, and your life depends on it! Risk attaches to 
maintaining a reasonable state of readiness, but, as we see from recent events, it pales in 
comparison to being unprepared. 
 
As this incident so poignantly illustrates, YOU ARE ON YOUR OWN.  Be ready! 
 
John Farnam, president of Defense Training Internat ional, Inc., conducts instructional courses in defe nsive 
firearms for police departments, the military, civi lian groups and others throughout the US and overse as.  DTI is 
on the web at http://www.defense-training.com . 
 
John & Vicki Farnam will be at LASC on 19 & 20 July  2008 to teach Basic and Intermediate Defensive Han dgun.  
For course information and registration, see:  http://www.frankp.us/ . 

 
 

 
SILHOUETTE  MATCHES 

 
Matches are every second Saturday of the month.  Set-up happens at ~8:15 am,  

and the match starts after a couple of practice rounds, hopefully by 9:00 am.   
All we need is the weather to cooperate! 

 
Newcomers are welcome, and we'll show you how.  All you need to bring is a 22 LR rimfire pistol 

or rifle, scoped or iron sights, and a 50 round box of ammo.  Match fee is $3. 
 

Contacts:    
 

Joe Tesmer, jtesmer@vla.com 
TK Thompson, 672-9498 
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JANUARY RIFLE SECTION NEWS 

Mell Smithour 
 

Well the snow seems to keep coming which is a good thing for moisture and the filling of our lakes.  
But what comes frozen will melt and with the warmer days the melting is getting underway and now 
the earth is about to become a mud pit.  When at the range please do not drive down range as it will 
accomplish nothing but tear up the road and land.  Unfortunately even walking will become a 
challenge over the next few weeks.  If you did not attend the annual meeting you missed some 
good food, especially the free stuff, and some good speakers.  The new Board was voted in, for the 
most part the Board members are the same old faces.  Maybe all of us have been smelling to much 
gun powder but here we are just the same.  This coming year the Board will continue with range 
and Club house improvements and watching for anything new in the land transfer situation. 
 
Register and vote.  Most of the Federal positions and seats are up for election this year and many 
of the candidates want to take away your rights and ALL your firearms and make citizens into 
servants. 
 
Take someone shooting especially a junior, as they are our future. 

 
 

SHOTGUN ACTIVITIES 
DECEMBER 2007, SKEET, TRAP, 5-STAND & REPORT 

Ed Bush 
 

The January weather has again caused a reduction in the shotgun activities. 
 
It is important that we defer our shooting activities when necessary to allow the contractors 
unlimited access.  We want to get as much completed as weather permits.  Keep appraised of the 
activities on the web site, Bulletin and signs at the range indicating closures.  Short notice can be 
expected. 
 
In response to the Board's request we have adopted the additional charge of $1 per round for skeet, 
trap, 5-stand and bunker trap as noted below. 
 
January income for the Skeet Section was $212, Trap Section $273 and Sporting Clays $0. We 
used 31 cases of standard biodegradable targets. At the end of January we had 708 cases of 
standard targets remaining. Income for January was $15.56 per case.  Profit for the Club to date is 
$255.42.  All income of the above activities is turned in to the Club Treasurer. 
 
Frank Murray has agreed to join Dave Roybal, Ed Bush, Steve McKelvey and Pat Laux on the 
skeet/5-stand upgrade committee. 
 
Reminder of the month: If you can shoot you can haul targets to the trap houses, dump trash and 
pick up shells.  This is an all-volunteer club. 
 
The cost is $3 per round for Skeet, Trap and 5-Stand, $4 per round for Bunker Trap.  Guests 
accompanied by current LASC badge holders pay $1 over the regular fee. 
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SHOTGUN SCHEDULE 
(Unless otherwise announced) 

12 
 

 
Skeet:  Thursday, 
Saturday  
& Sunday 10:00 AM   
Contact: Ed Bush,  
662-7584 
ebush132@comcast.net 
 
Trap:  Tuesday & Sunday 
10:00 AM  
Contact: Steve 
McKelvey, 672-1604 
smkelvey@lanl.gov 
 
5-Stand Sporting 
Clays:   Thursday 5:00 
PM  & Sunday 11:00 AM  
Contact: Dave Roybal, 
473-1453, cell 470-0028 
 
Bunker  
Trap:  Tuesday & Sunday 
10:00 AM  
Contact: Pat Laux,  
(239) 293-0369 cell, 
jplaux@zylomed.com 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Who’s afraid of a little snow? 
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PISTOL SECTION  
Toran Maynard 

 
Greetings Pistol Shooters, 
 
My name is Toran Maynard and I have been appointed Pistol Section Chairperson.  Ryan Stothard 
decided to step down, but remains the IDPA contact.  I’m new to this Section Chair thing, but I will 
do my best to represent the pistol shooting interests at the board meetings. That includes, but is not 
limited to IDPA (which I shoot in), IPSC, Cowboy Action, and Bullseye.  I may not know my way 
around all these different shooting disciplines, but I have a good idea about most of them and will 
continue to learn their individual needs. I will be making the rounds at the matches trying to meet 
everybody and gain input from you about your needs and/or desires as a club and try to facilitate 
them. I can’t promise I’ll be a great Pistol Chair, but I can promise that I’ll do my best to 
communicate with all the different groups and represent them at the board meetings.  I will also try 
to write something for the Bulletin every month, so any contributions from the different pistol groups 
would be great (I’m not a great writer!). 
 
A little info about me, so you know I didn’t just fall off the turnip truck.  I’ve been a New Mexico 
licensed EMT for over 17 years, and worked for the Santa Fe Ski Area as a Pro Ski Patroller for all 
that time. The last 10 years of that was as Assistant Patrol Director.  I also worked for the last 20 
years as a professional whitewater rafting guide. In both those occupations I became lead instructor 
for any and all skills that both of those jobs entail, from lifesaving medical skills to high angle rope 
rescue.  
 
I’ve also been a lifelong shooter, my dad having taught me firearm safety and shooting since I was 
about 6 years old. I’ve retired from The Patrol and the Guiding, but I’ve turned my instructor/trainer 
skills toward firearms.  In the last couple years I have completed my NRA Pistol Instructor, Personal 
Protection In The Home Instructor, and Range Safety Officer certifications and I’m not done yet. In 
March I’ll be taking my NRA Personal Protection Outside The Home Instructor Course and getting 
my New Mexico Concealed Handgun Instructor certification. I have been volunteering as an 
instructor with Howard Hall on varying NRA pistol classes, and working as an assistant instructor on 
concealed carry classes.  
 
Enough of that, I just wanted to let you know that I know one end of a pistol from the other.  As the 
year goes on, I’ll also be starting my own firearm repair business, maybe that’s another way I can 
help fellow club members.  For now I want to thank Tom Hiteman and the Cowboys for being polite 
and professional when I stopped by their shoot (up to their ankles in mud) and I look forward to 
meeting the other groups. 
 
As the mud clears, we’ll be out improving the pistol area and shooting in the sun! 
 
Good Luck and Safe Shooting, 
 
 
Toran 
 
 
 

 



 

- 17 - 

 

Bu   etinTh
e

Cowboy Action 
Beau Legg 

 
Five cowboys came out to shoot - in the 
deep mud - our February match.  Even 
though four of us hadn't shot in a while, we 
did not have a single safety incident.  And 
nobody slipped and fell in the bad mud.  
 
Doc Redneck and his buckaroo Lonesome 
Pup, Jesse Thorsen (shooting gunfighter), 
Vaquero Viejo (who placed very well in the 
Las Cruces annual match last month), and 
Beau Legg enjoyed each other's company.  
 
We shot the twice postponed "Bah Humbug" 
Santa Claus match (made infamous by 
Buncle Steve).  Everyone successfully shot 
their assigned balls suspended from Rudolf 
and Santa's hands. Steel plate misses were 
few, especially since a miss meant a big 
mud splash, which is quite distracting.  
 
Lonesome Pup proved that whether with a 
pistol or a big shiny rifle, she needs only a 
couple of shots to hit a really small target. 
We didn't bother with the timer, so no 
scores. 
 
Newcomers are welcome at our third 
Saturday match. Plan to observe the match  

 

 
 

to learn the rules and routine, but not shoot your first time, and then stay afterward for personal gun 
familiarization training using either your or the match director's guns. Be sure to bring eye protection 
with side shields, as we shoot steel plates at close range. International rules are posted at 
www.sassnet.com/Shooters-Handbook-001A.php 
 
Contact: Beau Legg (Tom Hiteman 662-4757) 

 

 
MONTHLY  PISTOL  SCHEDULE 

1st Sat. 9:00 am IDPA Note:  Time subject to change 
2nd Sat. 8:15 am Silhouette  
2nd Sat.  10:00 am IPSC Note:  All berms used for IPSC 

pistol match 
3rd Sat.  9:00 am Cowboy Action  
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

Currently For Sale (for details, see:  http://www.la-sc.org/generalinfo/classifieds.shtml): 
 
Binoculars 
Colt .45 auto 
Colt Match Target 
Customs .45 
Hammerli Free Pistol 
 

 
Hoyt compound bow 
HK-91 Scope & mount assembly 
Sako Forester .308 
Supermatic Hi Standard 

 

Note:   7 of 11 items sold within one month! 
 

LASC BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President Ken Laintz (505) 672-3507 klaintz@msm.com 
Vice President Ted Rockenhaus  672-1803  
Recording Secretary Dick Martin  672-9083 striperam@msn.com 
Treasurer Angela Chipera  662-6034 al_tate@cybermesa.com 
Membership Secretary Jung Hong  690-0483 jung@mail.junghong.com 
Pistol Chair Toran Maynard   927-0066 tsmaynard@valornet.com 
Rifle Chair Mell Smithour  662-2643 smithour@earthlink.net 
Shotgun Chair Ed Bush  662-7584 ebush132@comcast.net 
Archery Chair Dale Melton  661-8143  
Publicity Larry Baca  662-9839  
Training Coordinator Howard Hall  672-0006 hhall@itascuba.com 
Work Credit Coordinator Marv Alme  665-3869 marv@almeassociates.com 
Past President Marv Alme  665-3689 marv@almeassociates.com 
House and Grounds Dale Melton  661-8143  
Range Safety Officer Skip Anderson  662-4173 skip.andersen@comcast.net  
At Large Will Schmitz  829-9180  
At Large Mell Smithour  662-2643 smithour@earthlink.net 
At Large Pat Laux (239) 293-0369  jplaux@zylomed.com 
Web Josephine Caffrey (505) 672-3990 webmaster@la-sc.org  
Bulletin Sarah Maynard  753-4951 bulletineditor@la-sc.org 

 
 

 
REMEMBER THE NRA – THEY REMEMBER US 

 
The NRA, and expecially the NRA-ILA (Institute for Legislative Action) and NRA-PVF needs your 
support in order to help support our Second Amendment Rights and to defeat anti-gunner 
politicians.  Although each group does have a separate address, all contributions can be mailed 
to: 
 

NRA or NRA-ILA or NRA-PVF 
11250 Waples Mill Road 

Fairfax, VA  22030 
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LASC MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 
 

Memberships are annual (April 1 – March 31).  Family membership fee covers all individuals in the 
household.  Visitor membership runs 3 months (June 1 – August 31).  Your NRA membership 
number is required to receive the NRA membership rate. 
 
Both new and renewing members may download the appropriate form from the LAC website, 
http:www.la-sc.org, or call 662-1484. 

 
4/1/07 – 3/31/08 Member Category 

NRA rate Non-NRA rate 
Adult single membership $72.00 $84.00 
Family membership $84.00 $96.00 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 
 

 
There are three scheduled orientations every month: 

First Sunday at 11:00 AM  
 Second Sunday at 12:00 Noon  

Third Saturday at 8:00 AM 
 

If you have questions please call Jung Hong at (505) 690-0483 or email 
la-sc-membership@junghong.com with 'membership' in the subject.  Email without 

 “membership” in the subject is quietly eaten by spam assassin and is never delivered. 
 

 
NEW MEMBERS E-MAIL LIST 

 
 

We have set up a members e-mail list for LASC communications:  members@la-sc.org.  The 
original subscription list included all the known e-mail addresses of LASC members.  This list is 
restricted to LASC members only.  If you wish to have additional e-mail addresses added to the 
members@la-sc.org list, then send a request to membersListManager@la-sc.org, and the request 
will be processed.  Because many people object to a constant flow of spam, the members e-mail list 
is moderated.  Only the LASC President, the Bulletin Editor, the Webmaster and the Volunteer 
Coordinator may post to the list.  We will make every attempt to restrict the list messages to official 
club communications. 
 
When a new issue of the club Bulletin becomes available on the LASC Website, a notice will be 
mailed to the members@la-sc.org list.  The old bulletin@la-sc.org  and LASC-ALL@yahoo.com 
have been deleted. 
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THE BULLETIN 
  

Published by the Los Alamos Sportsmen’s 
Club.  LASC is a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the National Rifle Association for 
the purpose of promoting safety and education 
in the sport of shooting. 
 
The Bulletin is sent to all life, annual and junior 
dues-paying members of the association. 
 
The editorials and articles appearing in the 
publication reflect the differing views present 
among sportsmen and gun owners, and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the publisher or 
editors. 

 
 
Editor:  Sarah Maynard 
bulletineditor@la-sc.org 
or tsmaynard@valornet.com 
 
All material should be sent to the editor by the 
second Saturday of the month in Microsoft 
Word, if possible.  Deadlines may change due 
to upcoming events. Photographs can be 
returned with prior approval from the Editor.  
Publication of the material will be subject to the 
Editor’s discretion. 
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