
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A FEW WORDS FROM THE LASC PRESIDENT 

Ken Laintz (klaintz@msm.com) 
 

 
Greetings members – here are my ramblings for the month. 
 
Membership Renewals 
‘Tis the season for Membership Renewals – please try to renew on time – funds are needed to 
initiate projects slated for the 2008-2009 membership year.  Besides continuing projects that 
began last year, new projects include the rifle range cover, finishing the remodeling of the indoor 
range, storage and gravel work in the pistol pits, and starting the rebuild of the combination 
trap/skeet/sporting clays field. 
 
Indoor Range 
The Indoor Range Remodeling Project is coming along nicely.  We owe Steve McKelvey and his 
crew of volunteers a round of applause for their efforts on the partition wall.  So far, they have put 
in 140 hours of volunteer labor.  There is still quite a bit of work to be done on the wall, and if you 
are interested in helping, please contact Steve (smckelvey@lanl.gov). 
 
Mud 
Many of you who have been down to the range may have noticed all of the mud that has appeared 
due to recent weather.  While conditions are better than past years, the mud is still an issue.  We 
would like members to avoid “cowboying” around in their 4x4’s to avoid making the mud issues 
worse.  Someone even tried to “cowboy” over the earthen berm separating the upper parking lot 
from the rifle range parking lot.  Thanks are due Pat Laux who had our remaining supply of 
crushed concrete spread around and compacted in the upper parking lot area.  It is obvious that 
we need much more. 
 
Heating 
With projected increases in propane costs, the Club is looking at a heating bill of over $10,000 
next year if we have another cold winter.  We have only one operational heater in the clubhouse 
building.  This heater is in the front classroom area.  Because of the new wall, very little heat gets 
to the shooting area.  In addition, the vent louvers for the shooting area above and behind the 
backstop are broken in the open position which lets cold air into the building.  If you are planning 
to shoot indoors, please remember to dress warmly.  A suggestion was made to install a panel 
heater in the back of the shooting area to provide a local warm spot for shooters.  The Club would 
appreciate any members who have HVAC experience to volunteer doing a heating evaluation on 
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the club house and offer suggestions for upgrading and improving conditions in the clubhouse for 
winter use.     
 
Propaganda 
The latest e-mail traffic that I have been receiving of concern to gun owners reports that a number 
of states (California, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Missouri, Mississippi, New York, 
Tennessee, and Washington) are in the process of enacting laws that would require ammunition 
encoding.  These bills would require coding of cartridge casings and bullets using sole-source, 
proprietary technology at the point of manufacture at the expense of the consumer.  One of the 
bills in one state even makes possession of uncoded ammunition illegal.  You can read more 
about the technology at http://www.ammocoding.com/, and you can read more about the 
legislative issues surrounding this at http://www.ccrkba.org/.  Those of you who are not members 
of the NRA, NMSSA, GOA, SAF, D2A, JFPO, CCRKBA, SAS, SASS, LEAA, NAHC, Liberty 
Belles, Pink Pistols, or whatever really need to get involved.  Anyway, speaking of e-mail leads me 
to the following topic. 
 
Keeping Informed 
We will be starting up a new membership e-mail list.  We had a list at LASC-
all@yahoogroups.com, but this list was not maintained and included folks who were no longer 
members as well as people from other countries.  We will abandon the yahoo list and form a new, 
maintained list.  Directions for subscribing to the new list will be forthcoming.  This will be a largely 
unmoderated list for members to share news, items for sale, political propaganda, etc.  
Subscription to this list will be entirely voluntary – subscribe if interested.  Membership to the list 
will be moderated so only LASC members will be allowed to join, but message content will not be 
moderated.  This is separate from our other e-mail list.  We have established an e-mail list for all 
members who have supplied an e-mail address.  This list is only used to pass on important 
information regarding Club activities, range closures, training classes, Bulletin notices, etc. as 
necessary.  Only a few officers have permission to post to this list.  I strongly advise you not to 
unsubscribe from the members@la-sc.org list.  It is your responsibility to stay informed.  E-mail, 
the Bulletin, and our web site http://www.la-sc.org all carry important news for the membership.  
You should look to these sources every so often to find out what’s going on.  I had a former Board 
member tell me that he hadn’t heard about the Annual Meeting last month despite news of the 
event being in the Bulletin, on the web site, and in two e-mail notifications.  If you have not 
received e-mail notices, please check with the Membership Secretary, Jung Hong, to make sure 
your e-mail on file is correct.    
 
Spring Clean-Up 
Mark your calendars - this year, Spring Clean-Up is scheduled for April 26th.  There will be lots of 
opportunities for volunteer work efforts – indoors and out.  Remember to bring a pickup if you have 
one for making a trip to the landfill.  We will also need members to bring ladders, hand and power 
tools, gardening equipment (wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes, chainsaws), PPE, etc. 
 
Pistol Section Chair 
Lastly, I would like to welcome Toran Maynard to the Board as the Club’s new Pistol Section 
Chair.  Toran will play an important role at the Club in overseeing operations in the pistol ranges 
and working with the match chairs for Bullseye, Cowboy Action, IDPA and IPSC.  He will also work 
closely with LAPD and our certified trainers.  I look forward to participating in the upcoming IDPA 
Clinic with Toran, and I hope all of you look forward to his presence at the range. 
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OPEN LETTER TO THE MEMBERSHIP FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Dear Member who is planning on dropping out over the volunteer requirement/dues surcharge:  
 
I am sorry to hear that you will not be continuing your membership.  You should know that the 
"surcharge" was vetted in the January Bulletin and then presented in detail at the General 
Membership Meeting in February.  It has also been posted on the LASC web site all year.  For 
these reasons, it should not be a surprise to members.   
 
The dues that each member pays have historically been set to cover the fixed costs associated 
with each membership regardless of how many times that member or his/her family might use the 
range.  This includes items such as postage, office supplies, utilities, and insurance.  As we all are 
painfully aware, utility costs have soared in the past two years.  Even larger than the utility cost 
increases have been our increased insurance premiums.  There is an extreme reluctance on the 
part of insurance carriers to insure shooting facilities.  The number of carriers available to us has 
dropped significantly each year, which has compounded the annual increases in liability insurance 
premiums because of the lack of price competition.  Insurance, which is required by our current 
landlord, DOE, (and which will be required by the county when they become the landlord for the 
archery range) is our largest cost each year, and it is continuing to increase at a rate far exceeding 
inflation.  Dues have not covered the fixed costs for each member for the past two years, and 
costs have been subsidized by what we charge for a round of clay targets, various match fees, 
event proceeds, etc.  We have been attempting to raise the dues to cover these real cost 
increases so other monies that come in to the Club can be used for improvements and 
maintenance.  The board raised dues this past year to cover the “new” land license fee (not a new 
fee, but about a factor 50 increase) that DOE charges us for our lease under our current five year 
agreement.  They have a begun a policy of “fair market value” for the club’s license to use the 
DOE land.  With the current membership roster, about $12 of each member’s annual dues are 
paid to DOE. 
 
The Club is an all volunteer organization.  There is a cadre of about 20 members who have been 
doing everything from working to fulfill our charter as a community service and educational 
organization to picking up litter and emptying waste baskets.  Some of these members have been 
doing these tasks for decades.  It takes much more to run the Club now than it did 20 years ago.  
We all have busy lives, demanding jobs, and growing families. We can't do it all anymore, and we 
have seen a steady decline in volunteerism. This is not unique to the Sportsmen's Club, and 
neither is a volunteer or work fee. 
 
Because many people are very busy and no longer have time to contribute, we decided to offer an 
alternative.  Members may choose to pay a fee so we can hire contractors to do the work 
necessary to maintain and upgrade the facilities.  Perhaps you haven’t been to the range in a long 
time.  We now have one of the only International Trap facilities in this part of the country.  We 
completely rebuilt the ATA field.  It meets regulation requirements and looks nice to boot.  We 
have done extensive grading and gravel work and will be installing pavilions between the ATA and 
Bunker traps and down in the Pistol Range section as well as covering a portion of the rifle range.  
As this work is completed, we will have the nicest facility between Albuquerque and Raton.  Such 
a facility requires a level of maintenance that “just a place to shoot” does not.  In our current 
environment, “just a place to shoot” is easy to close down and remove, but a community resource 
is not.  Thus, I hope you understand our need for increasing volunteer efforts through work credit 
or a fee. 
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We appreciate your input.  The board welcomes members wishing to voice concerns that they may 
have at the Board Meetings which are held the first Thursday of every month at 6:30 pm in the 
clubhouse.  In the mean time, I hope you reconsider. 
 
Regards,  
Ken Laintz 
LASC President 

 
PRO-RATED NEW MEMBER FEES 

 
 

Month Individual 
NRA 

Family NRA or 
Individual non-NRA 

Family non-NRA 

January   $78.00   $81.00   $84.00 
February   $72.00   $74.00   $76.00 

March Sign up is for 2009, March is free. 
April $132.00 $144.00 $156.00 
May $126.00 $137.00 $148.00 
June $120.00 $130.00 $140.00 
July $114.00 $123.00 $132.00 

August $108.00 $116.00 $124.00 
September $102.00 $109.00 $116.00 

October   $96.00 $102.00 $108.00 
November   $80.00     $95.00 $100.00 
December     $84.00     $88.00     $92.00 

 

The membership fee includes a $60 work deposit.  If you (or you and your family) perform 6 hours of 
work for the Club through the membership year, this fee will be deducted from your next year’s 
membership renewal. 

NOTE: add $5.00 for optional clubhouse key—this gives access to the indoor range and the 
bathrooms. 

NOTE: You may join the NRA at orientation and receive the NRA discount. The least expensive 
subscription is $10/yr. The $35/yr full subscription includes your choice of monthly magazine, e.g. 
American Rifleman, American Hunter, or Woman’s Outlook. 

 
NEW MEMBERS ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 

 
There are three scheduled orientations every month: 

First Sunday at 11:00 AM  
 Second Sunday at 12:00 Noon  

Third Saturday at 8:00 AM 
 

If you have questions please call Jung Hong at (505) 690-0483 or -email 
la-sc-membership@junghong.com with 'membership' in the subject.  E-mail without 

 “membership” in the subject is quietly eaten by spam assassin and is never delivered. 
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CLUB IMPROVEMENTS 

“The Wall” 
 

  
  

   
  

Brought to you by: 
 
Project Lead – Steve McKelvey, 
and: 
 
Dale Anaya,  
Sheldon Apgar,  
Kevin Bailey,  
Rolin Lakis,  
Toran Maynard,  
Jim Tsiagkouris, and 
Steve Williams 
 
Thanks, guys! 
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Ladies Room Gets a New Look 

Yes – It’s Purple 
 

   
 

 
YOUTH PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
 

The LASC Youth program is now meeting on Monday evenings from 6:00 to 7:30 at the indoor range.  Shooting 
activities are confined to Air Rifle, 22 Rifle and Archery that can be done indoors for the winter months along 
with Wildlife ID and Orienteering.  We will expand our shooting activities to Shotgun and Muzzleloader when 
the weather and daylight hours permit.  
 
Please contact Mary Luster (672-0490) for more information. 

 
 

Do I Really Have to Be Proficient In  
Reloading Skills for a Semi-Automatic? 

Mike Grimler 
 

 
If you’re a reader of firearm or tactical magazines as I am, you’ve probably noticed that there has 
been a lot of ink (digital “ink” as well) on paper about the reloading process for semi-automatics. 
It’s my personal opinion that anyone who makes the decision to incorporate a firearm into a 
personal defense plan must be extremely proficient in reloading that firearm and be able to do so 
quickly under stressful conditions, i.e., in the middle of a gunfight. 
 
I’ve heard several opinions expressed about obtaining and retaining reloading skills, and some of 
them center on the “average gunfight” argument. That is, the “average” gunfight is said to be over 
in about 4 to 5 seconds, and the “average” number of rounds expended is about three. To 
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continue the argument, logic would suggest that one doesn’t need to be proficient in reloading 
since most semi-auto firearms have a carrying capacity of at least 6 rounds (single stack .45 
magazine) and up to 17 rounds (9mm double stack magazine).  
 
To me, the question then becomes one of “averages”… Do I want to bet my life that the gunfight I 
get into is “average” and only have to worry about shooting 3 rounds and not reloading? Well, with 
my luck, that gunfight won’t be average…so, that’s why I like to carry my Sig Sauer P226 semi-
auto with a full 15-round magazine inserted, one in the chamber, and two more 15-rounders in a 
magazine pouch.  So, since I’m carrying all those rounds, and because my bet is that the gunfight 
I get into won’t be average, I’d better be proficient in reloading my firearm. 
 
Generally, there are four relatively common methods to reload a semi-automatic firearm; the 
Tactical Reload, the Speed Reload, the Reload With Retention, and the Slide-Lock Reload. Each 
method has its own positives and negatives – but you should be familiar with all of them so that 
you can decide which one to concentrate on, practice, and adopt. Let’s talk about each in some 
basic elements. 
 
A Speed Reload is accomplished when you still have a round in the chamber when you decide to 
reload but you’re not sure how many rounds you have left. Grasp a fresh magazine and depress 
the magazine release at the same time, allowing the partial magazine to fall out and away. Then 
the fresh magazine is inserted into the magazine well.  
 
A Reload With Retention is accomplished when you still have a round in the chamber when you 
decide to reload but you’re not sure how many rounds you have left. Remove the partially spent 
magazine and stow it in a pocket first, then pull a fresh (full) magazine up from the carrier and 
insert it into the magazine well. 
 
A Tactical Reload is accomplished when you still have a round in the chamber when you decide to 
reload but again you’re not sure how many rounds you have left. Retrieve a full magazine from the 
carrier, bring it up to the gun, eject a partially spent magazine into the same hand holding the fresh 
magazine, insert the fresh one, and stow the partial magazine somewhere on your body, e.g., the 
belt, a pocket, etc. 
 
A Slide-Lock Reload is accomplished when you have expended all of your bullets and your slide 
has locked open. Generally, this is your “worst case” scenario because most modern gunfighting 
doctrine says “Never allow your gun to go ‘dry’” in the first place.  
 
There are two ways to handle a Slide-Lock Reload. The first is to drop the expended magazine 
while obtaining a fresh one from your magazine carrier, insert the fresh magazine, then depress 
the slide release lever/button with your left thumb (assuming you are a right handed shooter) 
located on the frame to insert a round into the chamber. 
 
The second method is to do the same except not use the slide release lever/button – but, place 
your left hand on top of the slide near the rear sight, pull back on it to release the slide, and let it 
move forward. 
 
Using the slide release lever/button requires a more fine motor skill. Using the hand-on-the-top-of-
the-slide method requires less fine motor skills…but, if you adopt this method, be sure you don’t 
“ride the slide” forward which can result in a cartridge not going fully into the chamber. If that 
happens, when you press the trigger, you will get that “click” instead of a “bang” which is not good 
in the middle of a gunfight. Also, if you have a high profile rear sight with sharp edges, you are 
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prone to gouging or slicing the skin on your hand if you drag your hand over the back of the slide 
as you disengage the slide stop with that motion. 
 
Whichever reload method you use, be sure to keep the firearm relatively close to your line of sight 
and pulled in towards your body. When the reloading is performed close to your line of sight, it’s 
easier to keep your eyes on the threat and the reloading manipulation in your peripheral vision. 
When pulled in towards your body, you won’t be trying to mimic “threading the needle” which is 
trying to insert the magazine into the magazine well with your hands and arms stretched out in 
front of you, which can result in making several attempts to get it into the well. 
 
With practice, whichever method you choose, the reload should be accomplished in a very short 
period of time. If you want to be proficient, you should strive for somewhere in the area of two 
seconds between starting the reload and getting back on target ready to re-engage. 
 
These reloads have been discussed in very general terms. There are tactical considerations for 
each that may be appropriate in another discussion. If you have any specific questions about 
these reloading methods, feel free to write me at mrg2@wyor.com or give me a buzz at 505-660-
1868. 
 
Thanks, and be safe! 

 
 

JOHN FARNAM’S QUIPS 
Submitted by Frank Pytko 

 
 

They don't get it.  They don't want to!  
 
With the massacre of innocents that took place in a suburban Chicago shopping mall in February 
still fresh on their minds, residents recently attended a meeting with the local PD.  Nervous 
attendees wanted guidance from their police with regard to surviving the next such incident.  What 
they received was profoundly unhelpful!  What they received was hollow, emasculating, let’s-all-
be-good-little-victims perfidiousness. It is all too typical!  
 
Victims in the incident had been herded into a back room of a retail store by a gun-wielding 
armed-robbery suspect and then coldly murdered, one-by-one.  Attendees wanted to know what to 
do when another such active VCA starts precipitously murdering innocent people.  They were told:  
 
"We believe the best thing to do is to be compliant..."; "Conformity is safest...";  "If someone runs, 
it could make the robber madder..."; “Do exactly as they state..., and don't be a hero."  
 
The political mood in Illinois is apparently so committed to the dogma of learned-helplessness and 
compulsory-victimhood, that police themselves are now actually advising citizens that it is their 
civic duty to passively allow themselves to be murdered by violent criminals and take no action to 
prevent it!  If recent events are any guide, this "be-a-willing-victim" strategy  will play right into the 
hands of murderous sociopaths, but none of this seems  to concern leftist bureaucrats.  Even the 
concept of "being a hero" is now denigrated and mocked as somehow unpatriotic!  
 
Amazing that American Citizens are being officially instructed that there is nothing worth fighting 
for, not even their own lives, not even the lives of their families!  And, this "guidance" is being 
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promulgated by public employees, who, paradoxically, are all bearing guns Their deeds belie their 
vacuous rhetoric!  Their lives are apparently worth protecting. Ours evidently aren't.  
 
"Find out just what the people will submit to, and you will have found the exact amount of injustice 
and wrong which will be imposed upon them; and these will continue until they are resisted, with 
either words or blows, or both. The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those 
whom they oppress."  
 
--Frederick Douglass  
 
John Farnam, president of Defense Training Internat ional, Inc., conducts instructional courses in defe nsive 
firearms for police departments, the military, civi lian groups and others throughout the US and overse as.  DTI is 
on the web at http://www.defense-training.com . 
 
John & Vicki Farnam will be at LASC on 19 & 20 July  2008 to teach Basic and Intermediate Defensive Han dgun.  
For course information and registration, see:  http://www.frankp.us/ . 

 
 

JANUARY RIFLE SECTION NEWS 
Mell Smithour 

 
 

Spring clean-up is coming on April 26.  It is a real fun time to come out and help with your Club, 
meet new people, and make your Club look good.  Mark your calendar and come help so we can 
make short work of the clean-up and get a lot done.  Work in the Rifle Section will be cleaning the 
range, clearing out last year’s weeds, painting wood, cleaning frame holders, making target frames, 
walking the fence to repair and install signs, clean steel cases, clean out target shed, shovel dirt 
from base of 200 yard berm, etc.  Bring a shovel, rake, gloves, hammer, and pliers.  
 
Schedule for 2008 should be:  the National Highpower Matches - first match May 18th, and then the 
first Sunday of June through November, the J.C. Garand Matches are the second Sunday through 
April, the .22 silhouette matches are the second Saturday of each month, and the National 
Highpower Matches in Espanola at Northern Rio Grande Sportsmen’s Club are on the fourth 
Sunday stating in April through November. Most equipment; rifle, mats, gloves, scope, and ammo 
needed for the match is available.  Come out to the J.C. Garand Match in April.  This is a good 
place to get started as there is time for tutoring on the commands and shooting positions.  The 
shooting positions and commands are basically the same as for the National Highpower course. 

 
 

SHOTGUN ACTIVITIES 
DECEMBER 2007, SKEET, TRAP, 5-STAND & REPORT 

Ed Bush 
 

 
The February weather has again caused a reduction in the shotgun activities.  It seems like we 
shoveled snow as much as we shot. 
 
It is important that we defer our shooting activities when necessary to allow the contractors 
unlimited access.  We want to get as much completed as weather permits.  Keep appraised of the 
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activities on the web site, Bulletin and signs at the range indicating closures.  Short notice can be 
expected. 
 
In response to the Board's request we have adopted the additional charge of $1 per round for skeet, 
trap, 5-stand and bunker trap as noted below.  With the new rates we should be getting $15 per 
case of targets. 
 
February income for the Skeet Section was $130, Trap Section $387 and Sporting Clays $0. We 
used 48 cases of standard biodegradable targets. At the end of February we had 629 cases of 
standard targets remaining. Income for February was $10.73 per case.  Profit for the Club to date is 
$418.15.  All income of the above activities is turned in to the Club Treasurer. 
 
Frank Murray has agreed to join Dave Roybal, Ed Bush, Steve McKelvey and Pat Laux on the 
skeet/5-stand upgrade committee. 
 
Reminder of the month: Flatten the cardboard boxes and put them in the dumpster across the 
road.  Dump the trash before the cans get full. 
 
The cost is $3 per round for Skeet, Trap and 5-Stand, $4 per round for Bunker Trap.  Guests 
accompanied by current LASC badge holders pay $1 over the regular fee. 
 

 
 

SHOTGUN SCHEDULE 
(Unless otherwise announced) 

 
 

 
 
Skeet:  Thursday, 
Saturday  
& Sunday 10:00 AM   
Contact: Ed Bush,  
662-7584 
ebush132@comcast.net 
 
Trap:  Tuesday & Sunday 
10:00 AM  
Contact: Steve 
McKelvey, 672-1604 
smckelvey@lanl.gov 
 
5-Stand Sporting 
Clays:   Thursday 5:00 
PM  & Sunday 11:00 AM  
Contact: Dave Roybal, 
473-1453, cell 470-0028 
 
Bunker Trap:  Tuesday & 
Sunday 10:00 AM  
Contact: Pat Laux,  
(239) 293-0369 cell, 
jplaux@zylomed.com 
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PISTOL SECTION  

Toran Maynard 
 

 
 
Well it’s March, and the pistol pit parking lot is a mud bog. People are still shooting though, as 
evidenced by the cowboy report. There are big plans brewing to change the parking/storage area 
down there.  As things firm up we’ll let folks know and try to schedule things accordingly. The 
normal IDPA match went well and we had 13 shooters.  On Sat. the 15th  there was an IDPA “new 
shooter orientation” class.  We had 12 new shooters show up and by the end of the day they had all 
shot an official course of fire.  Everything went great, and we all learned something.  
 
There is a new IDPA match starting. It will run on the 3rd Thursday evening of every month.  
The first one is the 20th with set-up starting at 6:00 and shooting at 6:30.  I’m sure this new time slot 
will be popular.  Come check it out! There will be ongoing pistol classes this year, so check the 
website often.  As things warm up and dry out, more shooters are going to come out. But that also 
means work on the club will kick up a notch. There will be lots to do on Spring clean-up day and I 
look forward to meeting you there. 
 
Safe Shooting! 
 

 
 

 
COWBOY ACTION 

Beau Legg 
 

 
 
In March the Cowboy Action Shooters fired 1000 cartridges during 4 stages using single action 
revolvers, lever and pump action rifles, and shotguns. The scenarios were: you are a cowboy 
tending the herd and all seems well until you're surprised by rustlers who stampede the herd toward 
you; your horse went lame so you're on foot when comancheros find you and unhesitantly try to kill 
you for your saddle and gear. Shooters, in winning order, were: Beau Legg, Santa Fe Kid, Vaquero 
Viejo, Jawbone Kid, Digger Bob, Buck Silverfeather, Dutch Tom, Sandbranch, Shalako, and GW 
Spur. 
  
Newcomers are welcome at our third Saturday match.  Plan to observe the match to learn the rules 
and routine, but not shoot your first time, and then stay afterward for personal gun familiarization 
training using either your or the match director's guns.  Be sure to bring eye protection with side 
shields, as we shoot steel plates at close range.  International rules are posted at 
www.sassnet.com/Shooters-Handbook-001A.php 
  
Contact: Tom Hiteman (alias Beau Legg) 662-4757�
�
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SILHOUETTE  MATCHES 
 

Matches are every second Saturday of the month.  Set-up happens at ~8:15 am,  
and the match starts after a couple of practice rounds, hopefully by 9:00 am.   

All we need is the weather to cooperate! 
 

Newcomers are welcome, and we'll show you how.  All you need to bring is a 22 LR rimfire pistol 
or rifle, scoped or iron sights, and a 50 round box of ammo.  Match fee is $3. 

 
Contacts:    

 
Joe Tesmer, jtesmer@vla.com 

TK Thompson, 672-9498 
 

 

MONTHLY  PISTOL  SCHEDULE 
1st Sat. 9:00 am IDPA Note:  Time subject to change 
2nd Sat. 8:15 am Silhouette  
2nd Sat.  10:00 am IPSC Note:  All berms used for IPSC 

pistol match 
3rd Sat.  9:00 am Cowboy Action  

 
Notes from the LASC Annual Membership Meeting 

February 7, 2008 
 

The Los Alamos Sportmen’s Club (LASC) Annual Membership Meeting and Banquet was held at 
the First Baptist Church in Los Alamos on February 7, 2008.  The meeting portion of the event was 
organized by LASC President, Ken Laintz, and the banquet portion was organized by Treasurer, 
Angie Chipera.  Seventy-seven persons, give-or-take, attended the meeting/banquet and enjoyed 
dinner catered by Bob’s Bodacious BBQ. 

 
The agenda for the meeting was 
 
1800 – 1830 Dinner 
Introduction of Current Board and Section Chairs – Ken Laintz 
“What’s Going On at the Club – Ken Laintz 
2008-2009 Board Election – Ted Rockenhaus 
Work Credit Program Overview – Marv Alme 
New Mexico Shooting Sports Association (NMSSA) – Matt Riggs 
LAPD and LASC – Captain Randy Foster 
Friends of the NRA – Peter Ide 
2008 NM Election Candidate Presentations 
African Hunting Safaris – Brad Martin 
 
After introducing Board members and Section Chairs, Ken summarized progress to date on various 
improvements to Club grounds and facilities.  As many members are aware and have observed, 
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huge improvements are underway and visible in every area.  Ken’s topics included the Clubhouse 
and indoor range, rifle range, pistol range, and shotgun trap and skeet facilities. 

 
Ken reminded everyone that monthly LASC Board meetings are always open to all members.  The 
meetings occur on the first Thursday of every month at 18:30.  During winter, the meetings are 
usually held at the NROTC room at Pueblo School in the South Wing.  During summer, the 
meetings are usually held in the LASC Clubhouse. 
 
Ted conducted the Board Election process with all positions filled and approved by unanimous 
affirmation.  The newly elected officers are 
 
President - Ken Laintz 
Vice President - Howard Hall 
Recording Secretary - Dick Martin 
Treasurer - Angie Chipera 
Membership Secretary - Jung Hong 
 
These and additional contacts can be found at http://www.la-sc.org/contacts/index.shtml 
 
Marv Alme discussed the Work Credit Program and showed a long list of open tasks for which work 
credit can be obtained.  Marv can be contacted at marv@almeassociates.com or at 
work.coordinator@la-sc.org 

 
Matt Riggs discussed the New Mexico Shooting Sports Association (NMSSA), which is “a NM-
based organization supporting and working for the gun owners of New Mexico.”  NMSSA is 
affiliated with the NRA since 1935, and currently, there are over 1000 members state-wide.  The 
organization provides support to gun clubs throughout the state including LASC.  The one-year 
membership fee is $16 and discounts are available for longer duration memberships.  A 
membership application and additional information can be obtained at www.nmssa.org.  Ken Laintz 
is currently the Membership Secretary of NMSSA. 
 
Captain Randy Foster of the Los Alamos Police Department (LAPD) spoke about the relationship of 
the PD with LASC.  He pointed out that this long-term partnership is mutually beneficial.  The PD 
tends to use Club facilities once a month for training and twice a year for officer weapons 
qualifications.  The PD attitude is to abide by all Club rules and to make the facilities better when 
they leave.  LAPD co-sponsors the Ladies First Step program and donates brass to the junior 
program (which is then polished and re-sold). 
 
Ken noted that LAPD is not the only law-enforcement organization that uses LASC facilities.  Others 
include NM Mounted Patrol, Bandelier Rangers, and NM Fish and Game. 
 
NRA Field Representative, Peter Ide, discussed his job and the Friends of NRA Program.  To date, 
over 30,600 people have attended NRA banquets and have helped raise over $1.8M.  
Approximately 95% of the funds raised in NM have been used for youth programs, training, and 
safety.  Numerous NM, and more specifically, Los Alamos organizations including the LASC, Los 
Alamos 4-H Shooting Sports, NJROTC Air Rifle Project ($2000), Ladies First Steps Courses 
($2000), Mounted Patrol, and CCW start-ups have benefited from funds raised in NM. 

 
Representative Steve Pierce sent two persons to our meeting to speak about Steve’s support for 
the Second Amendment, gun ownership, and shooting sports in NM and in general. 
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African big game hunter and guide, Brad Martin and his wife, LaVelle, from Santa Fe spoke about 
their safari business, Sundown Safaris, which features classical hunting excursions in Zambia and 
South Africa.  In South Africa, for example, all hunting takes place on large, private, fenced ranches 
with free-ranging “trophy-quality” animals.  Hunting takes place out of luxury, thatched camps with 
ranch houses, chalets, bathrooms, and showers.  Included meals are American-style.  The support 
staff includes skinners, trackers, cooks, waiters, and camp assistants. 

 
In South Africa there are two types of hunts offered.  The first is a package with a fixed fee for a 
certain number of days.  Here you pay a fixed amount whether or not the hunt is successful in filling 
out the specie goal list.  The second package is called “standard safari” where there is a daily fee 
and the hunter pays only for the animals killed or wounded.  Here a typical daily fee is $300 and the 
“trophy fees” for kills range from $50 (baboon) to $2700 (giraffe). 
 
Brad emphasized that safaris include some annoyances and that the best attitude is to “go with the 
flow.”  In Zambia fences keep out the lions but not the elephants.  Brad recalled an occasion in 
which there were 130 elephants in the camp!  Brad said he was leaving for South Africa in mid-
March 2008. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Dick Martin 

 
 

LASC BOARD MEMBERS 
 

 
President Ken Laintz (505) 672-3507 klaintz@msm.com 
Vice President Ted Rockenhaus  672-1803   
Recording Secretary Dick Martin  672-9083 striperam@msn.com 
Treasurer Angela Chipera  662-6034 al_tate@cybermesa.com 
Membership Secretary Jung Hong  690-0483 jung@mail.junghong.com 
Pistol Chair Toran Maynard   927-0066 tsmaynard@valornet.com 
Rifle Chair Mell Smithour  662-2643 smithour@earthlink.net 
Shotgun Chair Ed Bush  662-7584 ebush132@comcast.net 
Archery Chair Dale Melton  661-8143 dmelton@lanl.gov 
Publicity Larry Baca  662-9839  
Training Coordinator Howard Hall  672-0006 hhall@itascuba.com 
Work Credit Coordinator Marv Alme  665-3869 marv@almeassociates.com 
Past President Marv Alme  665-3689 marv@almeassociates.com 
House and Grounds Dale Melton  661-8143 dmelton@lanl.gov 
Range Safety Officer Skip Anderson  662-4173 skip.andersen@comcast.net  
At Large Will Schmitz  829-9180 schmitz@lanl.gov 
At Large Mell Smithour  662-2643 smithour@earthlink.net 
At Large Pat Laux (239) 293-0369  jplaux@zylomed.com 
Web Josephine Caffrey (505) 672-3990 webmaster@la-sc.org  
Bulletin Sarah Maynard  753-4951 bulletineditor@la-sc.org 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

 
Currently For Sale (for details, see:  http://www.la-sc.org/generalinfo/classifieds.shtml): 

 
·  Beretta 84 BB - NEW in March   
·  Binoculars  
·  Browning Citori - NEW in March   
·  Colt .45 auto  
·  Colt Match Target  
·  Custom .45  
·  Hammerli Free Pistol  
·  Hoyt compound bow  

 
·  HK-91 Scope & mount assembly  
·  Lyman Deerstalker - NEW in March   
·  Ruger Security - NEW in March   
·  Sako Forester .308  
·  Smith & Wesson 4043 - NEW in March   
·  Supermatic Hi Standard  
·  Taurus 66 - NEW in March  
 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS E-MAIL LIST 
 

 
We have set up a members e-mail list for LASC communications:  members@la-sc.org.  The 
original subscription list included all the known e-mail addresses of LASC members.  This list is 
restricted to LASC members only.  If you wish to have additional e-mail addresses added to the 
members@la-sc.org list, then send a request to membersListManager@la-sc.org, and the request 
will be processed.  Because many people object to a constant flow of spam, the members e-mail list 
is moderated.  Only the LASC President, Vice-President, the Bulletin Editor, the Webmaster and the 
Volunteer Coordinator may post to the list.  We will make every attempt to restrict the list messages 
to official club communications. 
 
When a new issue of the club Bulletin becomes available on the LASC Website, a notice will be 
mailed to the members@la-sc.org list.  The old bulletin@la-sc.org  and LASC-ALL@yahoo.com 
have been deleted. 

 
 

 
REMEMBER THE NRA – THEY REMEMBER US 

 
The NRA, and especially the NRA-ILA (Institute for Legislative Action) and NRA-PVF needs your 
support in order to help support our Second Amendment Rights and to defeat anti-gunner 
politicians.  Although each group does have a separate address, all contributions can be mailed to: 
 

NRA or NRA-ILA or NRA-PVF 
11250 Waples Mill Road 

Fairfax, VA  22030 
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THE BULLETIN 

  
Published by the Los Alamos Sportsmen’s 
Club.  LASC is a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the National Rifle Association for 
the purpose of promoting safety and education 
in the sport of shooting. 
 
The Bulletin is sent to all life, annual and junior 
dues-paying members of the association. 
 
The editorials and articles appearing in the 
publication reflect the differing views present 
among sportsmen and gun owners, and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the publisher or 
editors. 

 
 
Editor:  Sarah Maynard 
bulletineditor@la-sc.org 
or tsmaynard@valornet.com 
 
All material should be sent to the editor by the 
second Saturday of the month in Microsoft 
Word, if possible.  Deadlines may change due 
to upcoming events. Photographs can be 
returned with prior approval from the Editor.  
Publication of the material will be subject to the 
Editor’s discretion. 
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