
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A FEW WORDS FROM THE LASC PRESIDENT 

Ken Laintz (klaintz@msm.com) 
 

 
I recently returned from a successful hunting trip in Wyoming.  Like many of you, I can’t seem to 
draw any hunts in New Mexico anymore.  In my case, the Wyoming economy has been 
benefiting from this lack of success at home.  While successful, I spent two days stranded in a 
tent with my hunting companions due to rain, wind, ice, and snow.  Then there was the mud.  
When venturing out during breaks in the weather, our boots became so encased in mud that we 
all looked like we were wearing extra-large clown shoes.  One member of our party was able to 
push our mini-van down the mud covered road with one hand while the van was in “park”.  While 
the mini-van was a great vehicle to take on the trip with respect to hauling all of the gear 
associated with a week-long hunting trip that included camping and coolers for our game, it 
wasn’t so ideal in inclement weather.  On the bright side, we always had someone stop to ask if 
we were OK, even the game warden, as everyone in Wyoming seemed to know that anyone out 
in a mini-van couldn’t be hunting and must be lost.  I should also add that high-carbohydrate 
food is not an ideal choice for a hunting party that may find itself stranded in close quarters in 
inclement weather. 
  
Once again, the Annual Gun Show was quite a success for the Club.  I would like to thank all of 
the folks who bought tables for the event, all those who came out to do some shopping and/or 
browsing – especially those who came both days and especially those who bought items from 
me.  Some of my guns went home with new owners – which is good since I had to make room 
for new ones.  Lastly, I would like to thank all of the members who volunteered their time to help 
out with all of the tasks that putting on such and event requires.  Will Schmitz did an excellent 
job in organizing, promoting, and pulling off the show, and we all owe him a big round of 
applause as well as thanks.  Once again, Mary Luster and the 4-H provided an excellent lunch 
service, and many enjoyed the homemade green chili stew.  
 
I would like to welcome Jung Hong as the new Membership Secretary.  I would like to thank 
Brian Jean for the job he did as the Membership Secretary and in setting up an excellent 
database for the membership.  Brian was no longer able to stay on as Membership Secretary, 
and Jung, who had been serving as the Orientation Coordinator, volunteered to take over for the 
remaining term. 
 
Fall clean up is the last Saturday of October (10/27).  We will need help with many projects, 
including weed cutting and brush removal, carpentry work to repair the wall in the women’s 
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restroom, and welding on the steel targets at the pistol range and in the indoor range.  This is 
the last, formally scheduled, volunteer activity this year for the Club.  If you don’t make this 
event, you are on your own to satisfy any work credit.  All work credit must be submitted to Marv 
Alme for recording.  Next year’s membership dues will be increased $60 for those haven’t 
contributed, and members over 70 are exempt.  As a reminder, the Work Credit Program was 
presented in the January Bulletin and then rolled out at the Annual Meeting. 
 
There have been unauthorized individuals using the ranges, not only for shooting, but also for 
ATV racing and stunt riding – please take note of the following reminders: 
 
Reminders: 
 
Close and lock the gates after entering or leaving. 
 
Wear badges. 
 
Check badges. 
 
Check clay target storage area door to the right of the indoor range prior to shooting to make 
sure no one is in there. 
 
Do not shoot at the indoor range backstop at ranges less than 10 yards without adequate 
protective equipment, a face shield for example. 
 
Close and lock the gates after entering or leaving. 
 
Wear badges. 
 
Check badges. 

 
 

 
Saturday, October 27, 2007 is …  
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11th Annual Los Alamos Sportsmen’s Club Gun Show 

September 15 & 16, 2007 
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SHOTGUN ACTIVITIES 
Ed Bush 

 
 

SKEET, TRAP, 5-STAND & REPORT 
 

AUGUST 2007 
 
The weather has been great and there has been increased activity on the shotgun ranges. 
 
The grading and gravel has been completed around the bunker trap and the trap range concrete 
and gravel is finished.  Hopefully the skeet range can be completed before winter weather strikes.  
It is important that we defer our shooting activities when necessary to allow the contractors 
unlimited access.  We want to get as much completed before the snow flies.  Keep appraised of 
the activities on the web site, Bulletin and signs at the range indicating closures.  Short notice can 
be expected. 
 
August income for the Skeet Section was $327, Trap Section $517 and Sporting Clays $131. We 
used 104 cases of standard biodegradable targets. At the end of August we had 998 cases of 
standard targets remaining. Income for August was $9.41 per case.  Profit for the Club to date is 
$1942.29. 
 

SEPTEMBER 2007 
 
The weather has been great but for some reason shotgun activity has been slow. 
 
It is important that we defer our shooting activities when necessary to allow the contractors 
unlimited access.  We want to get as much completed before the snow flies.  Keep appraised of 
the activities on the web site, Bulletin and signs at the range indicating closures.  Short notice can 
be expected. 
 
September income for the Skeet Section was $276, Trap Section $374 and Sporting Clays $228. 
We used 92 cases of standard biodegradable targets. At the end of September we had 906 cases 
of standard targets remaining. Income for September was $9.54 per case.  Profit for the Club to 
date is $2144.09. 
 
Reminder: If you can shoot you can haul targets to the trap houses, dump trash and pick up 
shells. 
 
The cost is $2 per round for Skeet, Trap and 5-Stand, $3 per round for Bunker Trap.  Guests 
accompanied by current LASC badge holders pay $1 over the regular fee. 
 

 
Note: 
Please report problems with Trap #1 to Steve McKelvey – (505) 665-7116 (work), and  
(505) 672-1604 (home). 
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MONTHLY  SHOTGUN SCHEDULE 
 
Unless otherwise announced the shooting schedules are: 
 
Skeet: Thursday, Saturday & Sunday 9:00 AM 
Contact: Ed Bush, 662-584, ebush132@comcast.net 
 
Trap: Tuesday & Sunday 10:00 AM 
Contact:  Steve McKelvey, 672-1604, smkelvey@lanl.gov 
 
5-Stand Sporting Clays:  Thursday 5:00 PM, Sunday 11:00 AM 
Contact: Brent Newman 662-6106, bnewman@lanl.com 
 
Bunker Trap: Tuesday & Sunday 10:00 AM 
Contact: Pat Laux, (239) 293-0369 cell, jplaux@zylomed.com 
 

 
 

RIFLE SECTION NEWS 
Mell Smithour 

 
Keep October 27  open on your calendars as the Club is planning a fall clean up day. Several items 
need to be done for winter and to keep the facilities in shape. This is an all-volunteer organization 
so come out and keep your  Club clean.  
 
Sunday Oct. 7 was a good day for the high-power match 5 shooters come out for a good day of 
shooting. The last High-power match for the year will be Nov. 5. That is the weekend for the end of 
daylight savings so remember your clocks. The JC Garand Matches were scheduled to start on 
Nov. 11. The rest of the Garand matches will be the second Sunday of the month through April 
except  for the Dec. 2 match date will be the annual Frozen Chosin. The Garand matches are a 
good way to get started shooting High-power as match procedures, rules, and tutoring are done at 
each match. The .22 silhouette match is on the second Saturday of each month and will continuous 
throughout the year. 
  

 
SILHOUETTE  MATCHES 

 
Matches are every second Saturday of the month.  Set-up happens at ~8:15 am, and the match 
starts after a couple of practice rounds, hopefully by 9:00 am.  The weeds are slain and all we 

need is the weather to cooperate! 
 

Newcomers are welcome, and we'll show you how.  All you need to bring is a 22 LR rimfire pistol 
or rifle, scoped or iron sights, and a 50 round box of ammo.  Match fee is $3. 

 
See you Saturday, 

TK Thompson 
672-9498 
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A CALL TO ARMS  
 Paul C. Lisle 

 
The Civilian Marksmanship Program received the return of M1 carbines from Italy. They sold the 
Inland Manufactured guns first and started taking orders on 30 April. On 21 May they were sold 
out. Only one carbine to a customer. I sent my order in on the 3rd of May and received the gun in 
June. I was very pleased with the carbine. The wood had a few dings and the metal would grade 
very good to excellent. There were no import marks. The cost was $495.00 plus $22.95 shipping. 
I have not been able to buy a $500 carbine for years. I purchased my first carbine from the DCM 
in 1960 at a cost of $20.00. How times have changed. CMP will start accepting orders for 
Underwood carbines on 4 September at a cost of $565.00 and Winchester carbines in January 
2008 at a cost of $675.00. I suggest that if you want one of these carbines, you get your order in 
early. The web sight is http://www.odcmp.com/rifles/carbine.htm. For eligibility requirements and 
order forms, go to http://www.odcmp.com/rifles/sales.htm. 
 
Not only had we had to fight the anti-gun Representatives and Senators in Washington, the 
BATF&E, the FBI, but also now OSHA has gotten into the anti-gun act. Their proposed new rules 
define “explosives” to include “black powder, small arms ammunition, small arms ammunition  
primers and smokeless propellant.”  No person could carry “firearms, ammunition or similar 
articles in facilities containing explosives, except as required for work duties. This rule would 
make it impossible to operate any kind of gun store, firing range or gunsmith shop.  Employers 
would have to evacuate all employees when an electrical storm approaches a “facility containing 
explosives.”  This requirement would apple to all “facilities” from a small country store that stocks 
a few boxes of hunting ammunition to the largest mass-merchandise outlet such as Wal-Mart. 
Customers would not be allowed within 50 feet of any ammunition (displayed or otherwise stored) 
without first being searched for matches or lighters. Vehicles could not be “refueled within 50 feet  
of a facility containing explosives.”  Many gas stations and convenience stores in rural areas stock 
small quantities of ammunition. Gas pumps outside don’t pose any danger to ammunition in the 
store. The transportation provisions in the proposed rule would create similar problems. For 
example, the rule would require shippers to notify “local fire and police departments” before 
transferring “explosives” between vehicles, and even to notify these agencies about vehicle 
breakdowns or collisions.  Fender-bender while delivering shotgun shell to a gun store hardly 
justifies this level of government involvement.  Manny carriers would probably refuse to ship 
ammunition under these rules. The good news is that due to the huge public outrage over OSHA’s 
proposed new rules, OSHA has agreed to “revise” their new “explosive” rule. We are waiting to 
hear what they come up with. 
 
On our effort to stop the city of Albuquerque from destroying confiscated guns, Charlie Weisleder 
and I meet with Sheriff Darren White and Chief of Police Ray Schultz.  Darren had set this 
meeting up and it was a very cordial affair. The bottom line is that it is up to the mayor to change 
this policy so Darren is trying to set up a meeting for us with the mayor.  Since then David Bern 
did some research and found New Mexico law 29-1-14 which states “Any personal property 
having a fair market value greater than fifty dollars ($50.00) that has been unclaimed by the true 
owner, is no longer necessary for use in obtaining a conviction, is not needed for any other public 
purpose and has been in the possession of a state, county or municipal law enforcement agency 
for more than ninety days shall be sold at public sale.  Firearms shall be sold only to licensed 
dealers or licensed collectors as defined in the federal Gun Control Act of 1968.”  At lunch with 
Barry Bitzer, the Mayor’s CEO, Barry told me that because of his pro gun attitude, he has been 
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removed form the picture.  He also told me that the city’s lawyers interpret the law to mean that 
the city can still destroy the guns.  Barry suggested that I e-mail Dr. Bruce Perlman and gave me 
his e-mail address.  Barry also said that he would forward to Dr. Perlman the e-mail that I sent to 
him.  Some days it is not easy to be an activist. 
 
Government’s view of the economy could be summed up in a few short phrases:  If it moves, tax 
it.  If it keeps moving, regulate it.  And, if it stops moving, subsidize it.  – Ronald Reagan (1986) 

 

 
MONTHLY  PISTOL  SCHEDULE 

 
1st Sat. 8:00 am IDPA  
2nd Sat. 8:15 am Silhouette  
2nd Sat.  10:00 am IPSC Note:  All berms used for IPSC 

pistol match 
3rd Sat.  9:00 am Cowboy Action  

 
 

 
REMEMBER THE NRA – THEY REMEMBER US 

 
The NRA, and expecially the NRA-ILA (Institute for Legislative Action) and NRA-PVF needs your 
support in order to help support our Second Amendment Rights and to defeat anti-gunner 
politicians.  Although each group does have a separate address, all contributions can be mailed 
to: 
 

NRA or NRA-ILA or NRA-PVF 
11250 Waples Mill Road 

Fairfax, VA  22030 
 

 
 

 
New Member Information 

Orientation Schedule 
 

There are three scheduled orientations every month: 
First Sunday at 11:00 AM  

 Second Sunday at 12:00 Noon  
Third Saturday at 8:00 AM 

 
If you have any questions please email Jung Hong, LASC Orientation Coordinator at 
jung@junghong.com. 
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Fundamentals of Defensive Shooting for Women 
Vicki Farnam & Diane Nicholl 

October 6 & 7, 2007 
Los Alamos Sportsmen’s Club 

�
Congratulations, gals! 
 

 
Karen, Diane, Vicki, Stacey, Kathy 
Brenda, Christine, Sarah, Susan 
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Vicki & Diane’s class is an excellent course for women just learning to shoot and for those who 
are interested in honing their skills and learning new techniques.  John Farnam joined the 
instructors on Sunday morning and led some defensive role-playing exercises.  What a treat! 

 

 

      

 
   

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 
 
 

Contact Frank Pytko for Information at www.frankp.us 
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JOHN FARNAM’S QUIPS 
 

Tap/Rack/Resume 
 
Do we need to add another step to our Tap-Rack-Resume procedure?  
 
At one time, I advocated, as part of our autoloading pistol stoppage-reduction procedure, that 
one should, as a first step, first release the trigger all the way and then press it again.  Only 
when that failed to get the pistol running did one need to continue with the T/R/R.  
 
However, we began eliminating that first step when most of our students started showing up 
with striker-fired pistols, like Glocks.  
 
Striker-fired pistols lack a traditional, arching hammer.  The ignition system is littler more than 
a spring-loaded firing pin.  There are many advantages, but there is one disadvantage: striker-
fired pistols cannot be made with a double-strike capability.  That is, when the striker falls on a 
dud round, releasing the trigger and pressing it again accomplishes nothing!  The entire slide 
must reciprocate normally in order for the trigger to reactivate, a procedure that will, of course, 
remove the bad round and replace it with a fresh one.  
 
By contrast, trigger-cocking, hammer-fired pistols, which feature an  arching hammer and 
separate firing pin, can be designed so that, when the hammer falls on a dud, releasing the 
trigger and pressing it again will re-cock the hammer and cause it to fall a second time on the 
same round, without the slide having to reciprocate, or move at all.  Most trigger-cocking, 
hammer-fired pistols, like SIGs, feature a double-strike capability.  Some don't.  
 
The dud round is often not "dead," but just recalcitrant, and a second strike will cause many to 
fire normally.  Accordingly, some argue that a "double-strike" capability is a desirable, even 
critical, feature on a serious pistol.  
 
In any event, we reasoned that pressing the trigger a second time should be part of the 
stoppage reduction procedure, only with hammer-fired pistols, and, of those, only the ones that 
have the double-strike feature.  
 
However, it isn't just "duds" that cause pistols not to fire when the trigger is pressed.  There 
are two other conditions that give rise to the same result: (1) The slide is out of battery far 
enough to activate the disconnector, and (2) the shooter short-stroked the trigger, failing to let 
it go forward far enough to "catch the link" (engage the reset).  Both these  conditions occur 
with striker-fired and hammer-fired autoloading pistols, and  releasing the trigger and pressing 
it a second time will surely remedy the  second and may well remedy the first also.  
 
So, should we reinstate a second trigger press as the first step in our stoppage-reduction 
procedure, with all autoloading pistols?  
 
I say yes!  It is a quick step, consuming only a small fraction of a  second, and many of our 
students are unconsciously doing it already!  I've  found it easy to teach, and students pick it 
up quickly and naturally.   However, a single, second drop will suffice.  When that is not 
efficacious,  the student must go on to the T/R/R, rather than pressing the trigger again and 
again.  
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John Farnam, president of Defense Training Internat ional, Inc., conducts instructional 
courses in defensive firearms for police department s, the military, civilian groups and 
others throughout the US and overseas.  DTI is on t he web at http://www.defense-
training.com . 

 
LASC BOARD MEMBERS 

 
President Ken Laintz (505) 672-3507 
Vice President Ted Rockenhaus  672-1803 
Recording Secretary Dick Martin  672-9083 
Treasurer Angela Chipera  662-6034 
Membership Secretary Jung Hong  672-9322 
Pistol Chair Ryan Stothard (269) 615-0024 
Rifle Chair Mell Smithour  662-2643 
Shotgun Chair Ed Bush  662-7584 
Archery Chair Dale Melton  661-8143 
Publicity Larry Baca  662-9839 
Training Coordinator Howard Hall  672-0006 
Women’s Program Elaine Larson   
Volunteer Coordinator Kathy Wright  412-3919 
Work Credit Coordinator Marv Alme  665-3869 
Past President Marv Alme  665-3689 
House and Grounds Dale Melton  661-8143 
Range Safety Officer Skip Anderson  662-4173 
At Large Will Schmitz  829-9180 
At Large Mell Smithour  662-2643 
At Large Pat Laux (239) 293-0369 (cell) 

 
 

 
LASC MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 
 

Memberships are annual (April 1 – March 31).  Family membership fee covers all individuals in 
the household.  Visitor membership runs 3 months (June 1 – August 31).  Your NRA 
membership number is required to receive the NRA membership rate. 
 
Both new and renewing members may download the appropriate form from the LAC website, 
http:www.la-sc.org, or call 662-1484. 

 
4/1/07 – 3/31/08 Member Category 

NRA rate Non-NRA rate 
Adult single membership $72.00 $84.00 
Family membership $84.00 $96.00 
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THE BULLETIN 

  
Published by the Los Alamos Sportsmen’s 
Club.  LASC is a non-profit organization 
affiliated with the National Rifle Association 
for the purpose of promoting safety and 
education in the sport of shooting. 
 
The Bulletin is sent to all life, annual and 
junior dues-paying members of the 
association. 
 
The editorials and articles appearing in the 
publication reflect the differing views present 
among sportsmen and gun owners, and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the 
publisher or editor. 

 
Editor:  Sarah Maynard 
tsmaynard@valornet.com 
 
All material should be sent to the editor by the 
2nd Saturday of the month.  Photographs can 
be returned with prior approval from the 
Editor.  Publication of the material will be 
subject to the Editor’s discretion. 

 
E-MAIL CHANGES 

 
If you change your e-mail address and receive your Bulletin by e-mail, it is your responsibility to 
contact us at news@lascbulletin.com to make a change.  Send an e-mail with your name, old e-
mail address and new e-mail address and be sure to say it is for the e-BULLETIN. 
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