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Los Alamos Sportsmen’s Club, PO Box 953, Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544; http://www.la-sc.org

OCTOBER 2006

Notes from the President

Lock the gates behind you.

The Sportsmen's Club is fenced and gated because DOE required more stringent access controls to
the LASC shooting ranges. Each club member entering the range must secure the gate behind them
unless it is during a club sanctioned event open to the public, in which case the gate may remain
open during the event. The gate must be closed at the end of the event that is open to the public. Do
not leave the gate open for your own personal convenience. With hunting seasons on us, it is
especially important that we keep the gates locked and limit access only to LASC members and
their guests.

Clean-up Day, Saturday, the 28th of October

We will have our Fall Clean-up Day on Saturday, the 28th of October. Our focus will be on
removing the weeds that have grown so well as a results of all the rain of the past three months. We
will also open the area between the pistol pits and the road to firewood cutting by members of the
community. If club members want to get a head start on the firewood cutting in this area, feel free
to do so.

Bill Laughlin Memorial Junior High Power Rifle Match, Sunday, 15 October
2006

On Sunday, the 15th of October, the Los Alamos Sportsmen’s Club will host the Bill Laughlin
Memorial Junior High Power Match. This match, sponsored by friends of Bill Laughlin and by
LASC, will pay tribute to a long-time LASC member who provided years of service to the club.
The match will be put on by the Highpower Rifle section of the club. The match is limited to
Junior shooters only, with the age limits 12 to 18, except that any high school student, regardless of
age, may participate. The match announcement, with a brief bio of Bill Laughlin, appears
elsewhere in the Bulletin.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
Safety problem with the backstop at the indoor range

We had a problem with the backstop in the indoor range. Last week during Los Alamos County
Police Department training, Reid Zirkle, the firearms instructor noticed that ricochets were coming
back towards the shooters from the backstop. He inspected the backstop and found that one of the
four-foot sections was plugged at the lowest baffle. Reid showed me the problem right before the
board meeting on Thursday. On Friday evening and Saturday morning | took apart that section of
the backstop and cleaned out the lead that has fused on the bottom baffle. | learned more about the
backstop than I wanted to, but I am also very impressed by both the design of the backstop and by
the quality of the steel in it. We will need to have a regular inspection program to insure that the
lead doesn’t build up on the lowest baffles, especially in the center section which see the heaviest
use.

Elsewhere in this bulletin | have provided a description, with pictures, of the plugged baffle. We
will also post pictures on the wall near the backstop. Before you use the indoor range, inspect the
backstop. Insure that the lowest plates are in place and that the lowest baffle is not plugged. Also,
do not use composition board for target backing. This creates a lot of residue which fills the lead
catch pans. Use only paper and cardboard targets.

The e-Bay Express is rolling — jump on board!

We're Starting to Roll on eBay, We Need Your Brass Donations! | have enough brass and other
miscellaneous shooting items donated by club members that | started a sales campaign one-Bay.
What worked well two years ago was to keep a sequence of auctions rolling and when one ended,
just relist that item or a similar item. The stars of that show were the 9mm brass donated by the
county and a few thousand LC 82 .308 cases donated by Chuck Koosian. As the auctions continue,
I can include the "testimony" of satisfied customers, etc., in the future ads. The current 9mm brass
auction is at:

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBaylSAPI.dII?
Viewltem&ih=014&item=330036917434&rd=1&sspagename=STRK%3AMESE%3AIT&rd=1
Click on "View seller's other items" to see the other half dozen auctions we have going. My e-Bay
id is marv_223, so you can look up the auctions that way as well.

Scrap brass donations are solicited, as well. Berdan primed .308 cases are worth about 2 cents each
if we get together a thousand pounds of them. Scrap brass is more than double what | received
about a year ago. And, if we can assemble 1000#, then we can get another 20% or so from one of
the dealers in Albuquerque. There’s probably a good investment lesson here—with the economies
of China and India growing, the market for metals in wide-spread use will just continue to climb.
Scrap copper is out of sight, price-wise.

If you have donations, just put them in the clubhouse with a sign on them that says they're dona-
tions to the junior program. I'm at the range a little bit most week-end days and will pick them up
then, or if you send me e-mail saying you've left something, I'll get it that evening or the next day.
My conservative goal for this campaign is $1000. My real goal is $2000, but it takes a lot of time
to sort the materials, write the ads, and package the shipments. I’ll keep going until about Thanks-
giving, but then shut down the auctions until after the first of the year.

Thanks for your support of the Juniors.
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On Sunday, the 15th of October, the Los Alamos Sportsmen’s Club will host the Bill Laughlin Me-
morial Junior High Power Match. This match, sponsored by friends of Bill Laughlin and by LASC,
will pay tribute to a long-time LASC member who provided years of service to the club . The
match is limited to Junior shooters only. The match will be put on by the Highpower Rifle section
of the club. The age limits are 12 to 18, except that any high school student, regardless of age, may
participate. This match is open to any Junior shooter. Membership in the Los Alamos Sportsmen’s
Club or NRA is not required. A release form signed by a parent or adult sponsor will be required
for each participant.

Match and ammunition are free. This includes an issue of 60 rounds of .223 or 30-06 ammunition.
The match will be the standard 50 round National Match Course, with 10 rounds standing slow-fire,
10 rounds sitting rapid fire (60 second time limit with a clip change), 10 rounds prone rapid fire (70
second time limit with a clip change) and 20 rounds prone slow fire. The match will be fired in re-
verse order, beginning with the prone slow-fire segment. Unlimited sighters will be allowed for the
prone slow fire segment. Two sighting shots are permitted for the other segments of the match.
The match will be fired at 100 yard reduced course targets. Shooters may fire the standing segment
of the match from the prone position.

Registration will close at 8:30 AM. Target setup will follow immediately and a pre-match clinic
will start at 9:00 AM. Instructors for the clinic will be Wes Shumaker and Mell Smithour. Coach-
ing from experienced high power shooters will be available throughout the match to participants.
While a clinic will be held before the match, this event is intended to be primarily a match and not a
clinic for beginning high power shooters. A shooter with good rifle marksmanship skills will do
fine, but this is not a place to learn marksmanship skills.

Depending on the number of participants, the match will likely last until 1:00 PM or 2:00 PM. Par-
ticipants should bring water and a snack.

The club has several match grade AR15 rifles that will be available for loan to participants. The
club also has two M1 carbines and several M1 Garand rifles available for loan. Ear and eye protec-
tion is required for each participant. Ear protectors and glasses will be available for loan. For more
information, contact Marv Alme at marv@almeassociates.com, or 665-3869 (W)/ 661-3651 (H).

Bill Laughlin had been a long time member of the Los Alamos Sportsmen’s Club and headed up the
Skeet activities for several years. He was an active bird hunter and made many hunting trips to Ar-
gentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Africa. His license plate was BRDHNTR. Bill’s ashes will join
those of his favorite hunting dog Bess, a chocolate lab, in their favorite quail hunting area in the
southern part of New Mexico. He served as an Officer in the Navy on the repair ship USS VUL-
CAN AR-5. Bill was a geochemist with a dry sense of humor. A bumper sticker on his car read
STRIP MINING PREVENTS FOREST FIRES. Bill and his wife Yvonne lost their home in the
fire. He was able to evacuate with his guns but unfortunately lost all of his reloading and hunting
equipment. On his last hunting trip the airline lost two of his expensive Rizzini over/under shot-
guns that were never recovered. Bill was an outstanding individual and will be greatly missed by
his many friends and fellow shooters. (Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

The club has several match grade AR15 rifles that will be available for loan to participants. The
club also has two M1 carbines and several M1 Garand rifles available for loan. Ear and eye
protection is required for each participant. Ear protectors and glasses will be available for loan.

For more information, contact Marv Alme at marv@almeassociates.com , or 665-3869 (W)/661-
3651 (H).

The Pistol Section is doing very good. The ranges are in good shape. | need to do some more weed
trimming and we can do some of this work during the Fall cleanup.

IDPA, IPSC and the Cowboy Action groups are running their scheduled matches. We purchased 80
new 4 foot target sticks for the matches and 300 new IDPA Targets. There are another 200 paper
targets on order, these will be used for Classifier Matches so that the shooter will be able to take
home their target and for the CCW classes and the others that are coming up in November and De-
cember.

The Pistol Pits and the Rifle Range will be closed Monday thru Thursday for more studies that are
being done down range. Keep an eye on the Web site and your e-mail for more information about
these closures.

There are some things that we will need to work on during the Fall Cleanup. Most of this is just
that, clean up. We need to do some work in the steel pit. 1 would really like to get the tombstones
pulled from the main pit by the parking area. Chris Luchini and I tried to pull them out by hand one
day during the summer and were not able to do it. We need to deal with this as they are in very bad
shape.

IDPA has been seeing a very good turn out for the matches. An average of 15 shooters have been
showing up at each match and there have been 2 to 3 new shooters at each one lately. The match in
November will be a Classifier. We will try and set up 2 to 3 bays for this and then set up a fun
shoot bay for practice and to work off the fuzzies before you shoot.

For those who shoot IDPA, watch for an email in the next few weeks.

As for the lack of newsletter articles in the last couple of months, | apologize. As many of you
know I got married in June, and got back from our honeymoon just about the time the July article
should have been written, and recently my wife had to have surgery so | have had a few other
things on my mind.

I hope to see you at the range. Remember that there are several training opportunities coming up in

the next few months. If you have any suggestions for training classes please contact Howard Hall
with your wish list.
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Rifle Section News for October

Keep October 28 open on your calendars as the Club is planning a fall Clean up day. Several items
need to be done for winter and to keep the facilities in shape. This is an all volunteer organization
so come out. And keep your Club clean.

Sunday October 1 was a good day for the highpower match 8 shooters come out for a good day of
shooting. The last Highpower match for the year will be November 5. The JC Garand Matches
were scheduled to start on the 8th but the rain gods had different plans. Nice to see the rain buta 5
hour lull would have been nice. The rest of the Garand matches will be the Second Sunday of the
month through April except for the December match date will be the 3 for the annual Frozen
Chosin. The Garand match is a good way to get started shooting Highpower as match procedures,
rules, and tutoring are done at each match. The .22 silhouette match is on the second Saturday of
each month and a juniors only high power match is planned for October 15.

Ran across a WEB site that may be of interest, take a look at http://ray-vin.com/index.htm Look at
the Tech Pages listing on the home page also.

Fall Clean-up Day Scheduled
October 28, 2006

Avreas of concentration: Weed and grass cutting.
Other issues: Downed firewood near pistol section will be advertised as free firewood to the public.

PLEASE BRING YOUR LAWN MOWERS, WEED WACKERS, SHOVELS,
and SAFETY GEAR.

If there is a need in your area for this clean-up please e-mail Kathy Wright to be put on the agenda

for the day.
wrightkat2000@yahoo.com
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Four Features

In recent times, handgun specifications promulgated by police departments have been updated to
reflect new developments in the industry. Of course all the usual items are still mentioned, e.g.: ac-
curacy, reliability, et al, but these are now with us too:

(1) Adjustable grip size. The S&W M&P, Beretta PX4, Kimber KPD, and a number of other mod-
ern pistols now have this feature. The grip can be made larger or smaller via interchangeable at-
tachments that are supplied with each pistol. This makes it possible for the same pistol to be com-
fortably used by everyone within a department, regardless of hand size or finger length. Adjustable
grip size eliminates innumerable equipment complaints and thus, popular with chiefs.

(2) Double-drop. Self-decocking (DAO) autoloaders are now the norm in American police circles,

but most do not permit the hammer to be dropped on a recalcitrant primer a second time. Once the

hammer is down, releasing and pressing the trigger a second time will not recock and fire the pistol.
The slide must be reciprocated before the trigger is active again. The SIG/DAK is a notable excep-
tion. It does double-drop, a feature considered significant by many.

(3) Hammer fired vs. striker fired. A traditional, arcing hammer will predictably deliver a heavier
blow to the chambered cartridge's primer then will a “striker”, which is little more than a spring-
loaded firing pin. Many design engineers thus insist that hammer-fired pistols provide inherently
more reliable ignition than do striker-fired ones. However, many trainers insist that a pistol with a
hammer that visibly moves as the trigger is pressed is distracting to beginning students who should
be learning to watch the front sight. No striker-fired pistol features double-drop.

(4) Field stripping without the necessity of first dry-firing the pistol. This is primarily a training/
common-sense issue, but it has garnered the attention of many chiefs. The industry has taken no-
tice. For example, the Beretta PX4 comes apart exactly as does a Glock, absent the dry-fire-first
requirement.

Interestingly, Glock pistols, which are currently the top sellers, feature none of the above, and no
pistol | know of features them all. However, it is fair to say that smart manufacturers will continue
to modify products and create new ones in an effort to claim market share. And, when one wants to
sell pistols in America, he has to sell them to police chiefs. Pistols not popular with police will not
be popular in the general market.

John Farnam, president of Defense Training International, Inc., conducts instructional courses in
defensive firearms for police departments, the military, civilian groups and others throughout the
US and overseas. DTI is on the web at http://www.defense-training.com.
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September income for the Skeet Section was $605, Trap Section $372 and Sporting Clays $504 for
a total of $1481. We received $7.24 per case during the month. We used 204.5 cases of standard
biodegradable targets. At the end of September we had 639.6 cases of standard targets remaining.
Club profit to date was $2842.11.

Last month we collected slightly more than the cost of the targets ($7.06). We usually collect about
$10 per case. We either lost money during September or targets are missing. If anyone is aware of
this disparity please call Ed Bush 662-7584.

Reminder of the month: Pick up shells after shooting. Dump trash can if it is full.

The cost is $2 per round for Skeet, Trap and 5-Stand, $3 per round for Bunker Trap. Guests accom-
panied by current LASC badge holders pay $1 over the regular fee.

Shotgun Schedule:
Unless otherwise announced the shooting schedules are:

Skeet: Thursday, Saturday & Sunday 9:00 AM
Contact: Ed Bush, 662-7584, ebush132@comcast.net

Trap: Tuesday & Sunday 10:00 AM
Contact: Steve McKelvey, 662-1604, smkelvey@lanl.gov

5-Stand Sporting Clays: Thursday 5:00 PM, Sunday 11:00 AM
Contact: Brent Newman 662-6106, bnewman@Ianl.gov

Bunker Trap: Tuesday & Sunday 10:00 AM
Contact: Pat Laux, (239) 293-0369 cell, jplaux@zylomed.com

REMEMBER THE NRA—THEY REMEMBER US

The NRA, and especially the NRA-ILA (Institute for Legislative Action) and NRA-PVF needs your
support in order to help support our Second Amendment Rights and to defeat anti-gunner politi-
cians. Although each group does have a separate address, all contributions can be mailed to:

NRA or NRA-ILA or NRA-PVF

11250 Waples Mill Road
Fairfax, VA 22030 Thank you.
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NAMES IN BOLD ARE CANDIDATES ENDORSED BY THE NRA-PVF
A+ An incumbent with not only an excellent voting record on critical NRA issues, but who has also made a
vigorous effort to promote the Second Amendment.

A Solidly pro-gun candidate. An “A” incumbent who has supported NRA positions on key votes. May also
describe a non-incumbent “A” candidate (one not represented with an *) who has previously held other office
and cast consistent pro-gun votes, or an “A” candidate who hasn’t held office but has expressed strong sup-
port for NRA positions on Second Amendment issues. It should be noted that a “non-incumbent” candidate
may have been awarded the “A” rating due solely to their responses on the NRA-PVF candidate survey.

B A generally pro-gun candidate, but a “B” incumbent may have voted for some restrictive legislation in the
past. A “B” candidate who hasn’t held office may have made some statements or taken positions against the
NRA on some issues.

C Not necessarily a passing grade. A “C” candidate may have cast some pro-gun votes in the past but has
also recently cast key votes or made some statements contrary to NRA positions on key issues.

D An anti-gun candidate who has frequently voted for restrictive gun control legislation or made strong
statements in opposition to Second Amendment rights, and regardless of public statements can definitely not
be counted on in key votes.

F True enemy of gun owners’ rights. A vehement anti-gun candidate who always opposes gun owners’
rights and/or actively leads anti-gun legislative efforts, or sponsors anti-gun legislation.

? Failed to answer NRA-PVF candidate questionnaire, often an indication of indifference, if not outright
hostility, to gun owners’ and sportsmen’s rights.

* |Indicates an incumbent running for re-election.

GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR
(R) JOHN DENDAHL A (R) SUE WILSON BEFFORT A-
(D) *BILL RICHARDSON A (D) *DIANE DENISH ?
ATTORNEY GENERAL U.S. SENATE
(R) JIM BIBB A (R) ALLEN McCULLOCH A
(D) GARY KING A (D) *JEFF BINGAMAN D
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS
District 1 (R) *PAT LYONS A+
(R) *HEATHER WILSON A (D) JIM BACA F

(D) PATRICIA MADRID  ?

District 2
(R) *STEVE PEARCE A
(D) ALBERT KISSLING ?

District 3
(R) RONALD DOLIN ?
(D) *TOM UDALL D-
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_ LOSALAMOS SPORTSMEN'S CLUB NRA CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS

The following is a partial list of LASC NRA Certified Instructors who have agreed to be available
to help LASC members who are new to the shooting sports and want to improve and develop their
shooting skills. While these club members have agreed to be available without charge to help
fellow club members on a casual basis, please respect their time and schedules. They are not
obligated to any particular schedule or number of hours, etc. Please contact them individually to
work out meeting times and availability. Please be nice to them as they are volunteering their time

at no cost for your benefit. We expect this list to grow in the coming months and years!

Marv Alme Pistol, Personal Protection , Range marv@swcp.com 665-3869 wk
Safety Officer, Rifle alme@Ilanl.gov
Kay Benham Pistol Skay_benham@yahoo.com
Jim Brannon Range Safety Officer, Rifle, shotgun jbrannon@prsmcorp.com 661-4820 hm
Ed Bush Shotgun ebush132@comcast.net 662-7584
Matt Cionek Range Safety Officer, Rifle mcionek@msn.com 672-9454
Brad Cooke Pistol, Rifle, Personal Protection bcooke@lanl.gov 667-8512 wk
Kei Davis Pistol, Personal Protection, Shotgun , keidavis@la-sc.org 661-0118 hm
Range Safety Officer, Rifle 667-1749 wk
Devon Engleman Range Safety Officer, Rifle devon_engleman@yahoo.com 661-8816
Staley Hadden Pistol, Personal Protection hadden@starband.net 829-3968 hm
Home Firearm Safety
Roger Kruse Pistol, Personal Protection .Range lasc@valornet.com 829-3440 hm
Safety Officer
Sandi Kruse Pistol, Personal Protection, Range lasc@valornet.com 829-3440 hm
Safety Officer
Ken Laintz Range Safety Officer, Rifle, Pistol laintz@lanl.gov 672-3507 hm
Dan Macdonell Shotgun macDonell@lanl.gov 672-2749 hm
665-6227 wk
Rich Morley Pistol, Shotgun, Rifle, Personal Protec- r_morley@Ianl.gov 672-1088 hm
tion, Home Firearm Safety. Range
Safety Officer, CCW Instructor
Frank Murray Shotgun frank.murray @state.nm.us 466-2015 hm
827-7714 wk
Christine Red- Pistol credman@comcast.net 662-7678
mond
Maxwell Sandord Personal Protection, Basic Pistol, and mts13@hotmail.com 672-9315 hm
Home Firearm Safety , Rifle, Range
Safety Officer
Mel Smithour Pistol, Rifle, Personal Protection , smithour@earthlink.net 662-2643 hm
Range Safety Officer
Eugene Walter Shotgun gwalter5@juno.com 299-0066 hm
Robert Toner Pistol wolf1191@msn.com 661-0304
Scott Valentine Pistol lokki@act-1.net
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President Marv Alme 661-3651
Vice President Ted Rockenhaus 672-1803
Recording Secretary Ken Laintz 672-3507
Treasurer Angela Chipera 662-6034
Membership Secretary Kei Davis 661-0118
Pistol Chair Robert Toner 661-0304
Rifle Chair Mell Smithour 662-2643
Shotgun Chair Ed Bush 662-7584
Archery Chair Dale Melton 661-8143
Publicity Larry Baca 662-9839
Training Coordinator Howard Hall 672-0006
Women's Program Elaine Larson

Volunteer Coordinator Kathy Wright 412-3919
Past President Will Schmitz 829-9180
House and Grounds Dale Melton 661-8143
At Large Rick Staroski 672-3411
At Large John Hopkins 662-0495
At Large Pat Laux (239) 293-0369

Published by the Los Alamos Sportsman’s
Club. LASC is a non-profit organization af-
filiated with the National Rifle Association
for the purpose of promoting safety and edu-
cation in the sport of shooting.

The Bulletin is sent to all life, annual and jun-
ior dues paying members of the association.

The editorials and articles appearing in the
publication reflect the differing views present
among sportsmen and gun owners, and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the publisher
or editors.

Editor: Art Alford
news@lascbulletin.com

All material should be sent to the editor be-
fore the 1st of each month. Minutes from the
monthly Board Meeting may be sent by the
following Saturday pm. Photographs can be
returned with prior approval from the Editor.
Publication of the material will be subject to
the Editor’s discretion.
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LASC MEMBERSHIP FEES

Memberships are annual (April 1- March 31). Family membership fee covers all individuals in the
household. Visitor membership runs 3 months (June 1- August 31). Visitor rate is available only to
visitors, not Los Alamos residents. Your NRA membership number is required to receive the NRA
membership rate.

Both new and renewing members may download the appropriate form from the LASC website,
http:www.la-sc.org, or call 662-1484. If you were a member for any part of the previous year you
are a renewing member and must pay the full years' dues.

Visitor
Member Category 4/1/05 - 3/31/06 6/1/05 — 8/31/06
NRA rate Non-NRA rate
Adult single $60.00 $72.00 $20.00
membership
Family $72.00 $84.00

If you change your email address and receive your Bulletin by e-mail it is YOUr responsibility
to contact us at news@Ilascbulletin.com to make a change. Send an e-mail with your name, old
e-mail address and new e-mail address and be sure to say it’s for the

e-BULLETIN!

Always treat every firearm as if it were loaded.

Never point a firearm at anything that you do not want to destroy. Keep the muzzle pointed down
range at all times.

All firearms will be unloaded and made safe before anyone goes forward of the firing line. No
firearms will be handled while anyone is down range.

Firearms may be loaded only when the shooter is on the firing line.

Know what your target is and what is behind your target before you shoot.

Keep your finger off the trigger until your sights are on the target.

Anyone on the range, whether shooter, observer, or instructor, has the authority to call for a
"CEASE FIRE" if they observe an unsafe act or condition.

Alcohol is prohibited on all firing ranges. No person will be permitted to shoot on any range if
impaired by drugs or alcohol.

Eye and ear protection is mandatory during firing.

10. Live ammunition must not be discarded on the range or in the trash.
11. Glass and pyrotechnic targets are prohibited.

12. Tracer, incendiary, and armor piercing ammunition is prohibited.
13. Event-specific rules may be adopted for LASC sanctioned events.
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_ INDOOR OUTDOOR

MONDAY
TUESDAY 5:30—8:00 4H 10 AM Trap
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY 9 AM—Skeet; 5 PM 5 Stand Sporting Clays
FRIDAY

The Indoor Range is open to any member who has obtained a key from. It is limited to Archery, Smallbore Rifle, and Pistols
“(Under 2200 fps). Turn off heat and lights! The outdoor Ranges are open from 8:00 AM till Sunset. Please observe these
hours to avoid offending our neighbors. Users must follow posted safety rules. Ranges may be closed for special events or
matches. The scheduled section has first priority during their times, but can allow other activities, if practical.
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